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“Smart” Communities: SHAPING A SAFE,
SECURE, CONNECTED FUTURE FOR STARK COUNTY

W

OUR MISSION: To lead the region in business and community development through collaboration and innovation. 

ACTION WWW.CANTONCHAMBER.ORG

O N L I N E  N E W S L E T T E R
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hat makes up a “smart” community, and why 

would we want one? Find out at the next Stark 

Forum, when one of the nation’s leading experts on smart 

communities shares examples from around the country and 

world, and what a “smart” future may hold for our region.

Join Lisa Brown, National Senior Director-Strategy, Local Govern-
ment & Municipal Infrastructure- Johnson Controls, for an enlight-
ening session on how technology, connectivity and innovation 
are driving improved quality of life, more efficient municipal 
services, and increased business opportunities. 

Johnson Controls has already made a historic 18-year investment 
in Johnson Controls Hall of Fame Village, in what will be the first-
ever sports and entertainment “smart city.” Now they’re looking 
to make Canton one of the first “smart community” models in the 
country, with initiatives that would include:

• Improving public safety and police/fire operations

• Improving traffic, parking, street lighting and
transportation

• Mitigating emergency situations/disasters

• Conserving and lowering utility costs

• Improving internet connectivity even in rural areas, and
much more

Whether you’re in the public or private sector, you won’t want to 
miss this exciting glimpse into a smarter, more resilient future for 
our region.   

December 11, 2018  
11:30 am-1:00 pm 
Pro Football Hall of Fame Event Center 
Cost: $25 per person (ticket includes a plated lunch 
and free admission to the Hall of Fame Museum)

About Lisa Brown:  Lisa Brown is the 
senior national director of municipal 
infrastructure and smart cities for John-
son Controls where she is responsible for 
growth of the local government market 
in North America. She has more than 25 
years of experience in leadership roles 
in strategic planning for energy services 
companies and startup firms. 

https://www.cantonchamber.org
https://www.cantonchamber.org/stark-forum
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YOU
MATTER.

TELL SOMEONE ELSE THEY MATTER TOO.

Everyone plays a part.

We all have a role.

Each of us can MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

You do matter — and the best way to have a positive impact is to pay it forward,  
with each of us helping one another cope, feel better and know that we belong.

PASS ON THE POSITIVITY TODAY!

http://aultcare.com
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ACTION L IGHT UP DOWNTOWN
SET TO DAZZLE CANTON THIS THURSDAY!
Join us on this Thursday for a FREE Canton 
holiday tradition, Light Up Downtown! The 
whole family will enjoy Light Up Down-
town, produced by the Canton Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. All of your favorite 
holiday characters will visit from winter 
wonderlands – and it’s all brought to life at 
Central Plaza.

TONS OF HOLIDAY HOOPLA! 
The main stage show, featuring local dance 
and song troupes, begins at 6:00 pm, fol-
lowed by a brilliant fireworks display. After 
the fireworks, watch 14 city blocks come 
alive with attractions, entertainment, re-
freshments and fun for children of all ages.   

Light Up Downtown will be held snow, rain 
or shine. There will be plenty of parking 
both on-street and in the former Timken 
High School and Stark County District 
Library parking lots, as well as parking in 
various decks and lots throughout down-
town for a nominal fee.  

FAQS ABOUT LIGHT UP DOWNTOWN: 

WHAT ARE THE HOURS FOR THE EVENT? 
Festivities begin on Thursday, December 
6 with a stage show at 6:00 p.m. and the 
event will conclude at 8:30 p.m. 

WHEN ARE THE FIREWORKS, AND WHERE 
IS THE BEST PLACE TO WATCH THEM?  
The fireworks will be shot off immediately 
following the stage show (approximately 
6:45 p.m.)  There will be great viewing at 
many areas along Market Avenue, espe-
cially in the areas of Tuscarawas and 2nd 
Street North. 

WHEN WILL THE STAGE SHOW BEGIN?  
The stage show begins at 6:00 pm at 
Central Plaza (Market Ave. and 2nd Street 
North.) 

WHEN AND WHERE CAN WE GET PHO-
TOS WITH SANTA?  
Don’t forget to bring your cameras and cell 
phones to take photos with Santa at the 
Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce, 
shortly after the fireworks have concluded.  
Please enter the 2nd and Market entrance 
to the Millennium building, and you will 
be directed to the Canton Chamber door.  
Photos will end promptly at 8:30 p.m.  
Other venues will also feature Santa Claus.  
Check the map for locations.

WHERE CAN WE BUY SOUVENIRS?  
A variety of official souvenirs will be avail-
able at the white tent located in front of 
the Chamber offices, Market Ave. between 
2nd and 3rd Streets.  

WHERE ARE PORTABLE RESTROOMS 
LOCATED?  
Portable restrooms are located in three 
areas:  5th Street & Market South (across 
from The Canton Repository), 3rd Street 
and Market Avenue North (by Rite Aid),  
and 5th Street and Market Avenue North. 

WHICH BUSINESSES ARE HANDING OUT 
REFRESHMENTS OR DOING MAKE-AND-
TAKE CRAFTS?  
Each business decides how they want to 
participate, so we’re not sure which ones 
are offering refreshments or crafts. We can 
tell you that there are MANY businesses 
participating, so we encourage you to visit 
as many venues as possible.  

WHERE CAN WE GO TO GET GLOVES, 
HATS, SOCKS THAT ARE BEING DISTRIB-
UTED?  
Distribution takes place at Market Ave. & 
5th Street South. 

WHICH DOWNTOWN BUSINESSES ARE 
OPEN FOR LIGHT UP DOWNTOWN?  
We’re excited to have over 40 venues in a 
14-block area participating, most of which
are along Market Ave.

HOW FAR NORTH AND SOUTH DOES THE 
EVENT GO?  
The event runs from 7th Street North to  
7th Street South.  

WHERE ARE THE CARRIAGE RIDES BEING 
OFFERED?  
Carriage rides are available on Market Ave. 
South, in front of the McKinley Grand Hotel. 
No rides during the fireworks.  

IS FOOD BEING SOLD AT LIGHT UP 
DOWNTOWN?  
Outside of the refreshments being offered 
by participating venues, we do not have 
food for sale. Check with some of the great 
downtown restaurants who might be open 
for dinner.

mailto:news@cantonchamber.org
http://www.lightupdowntown.com
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Featuring Doug Pugh, Owner, Chick-fil-A, 
Canton Locations

Want to grow your contacts and leads? Join 
us each month for the AultCare QuickConnect 
Networking Luncheon where you can obtain 
business leads through enjoyable networking 
activities, hear a compelling speaker, meet new 
business contacts and enjoy a delicious meal. 
Plus, when you bring a door prize valued at 
$15 or more, you’ll receive 30 seconds at the 
microphone to promote your business.

December Topic:  What’s in a name? Does 
your name matter?

Join us for the AultCare QuickConnect 
Networking Luncheon on Dec. 19 
featuring Doug Pugh, Owner, Chick-fil-A, 
Canton locations.

Doug has been a Chik-fil-A franchise owner 
since 1987 -- 31 years -- Belden Village Mall and 
Dressler Road locations.  Doug is also a Stark 
State Adjunct Professor; board member of 

Whispering Grace Horses and a member of 
The Chapel in Akron.

Doug graduated from Louisville High School.  
He received his accounting degree from 
Cedarville University and a MBA from Franklin 
University. 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm  
(Registration begins at 11:00 am) 
La Pizzaria 
3656 Dressler Rd. NW, Canton 44718 
$18/members, $25/non-members 
Register by Dec. 17 at  
www.CantonChamber.org

Featured Entree of the Month:  
Chicken Cacciatore with Penne Pasta,  
or Chicken Chef Salad

Grow Your Network - Meet New Contacts - Be Inspired

HONOREESCommunity Salute Recap:

On Wednesday, Nov. 7, the Canton 
Regional Chamber awarded its 73rd
annual Community Salute Awards of 
Appreciation and Merit to outstanding 
area community stewards. Thanks to all 
for a wonderful evening! Congrats again 
to these award recipients:

(Front Row from L-R):
Joseph French, Chief Executive Officer, 
Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health- 
Award of Appreciation;  
Judith E. Barnes Lancaster, Attorney at 
Law -Award of Merit;  
Kay Port, Director, Stark County 
Educational Service Center-Award of 
Appreciation;  
Denny Saunier, President & CEO, Canton 
Regional Chamber of Commerce 

(Second Row L-R):
Duane Wykoff, Chief Executive Officer, 
Refuge of Hope-Award of Appreciation
Rick McQueen, President & CEO, Akron-
Canton Airport- Award of Appreciation

LaMar Sharpe, City of Canton Police 
Officer & President, Be a Better Me 
Foundation-Award of Appreciation

(Back Row)
Tom Bender, Chapter Chairman, Canton 
Regional SCORE Chapter-Award of 
Appreciation

Thank you once again to our sponsors for 
your generous support!

AULTCARE QUICKCONNECT LUNCHEON

CELEBRATED AT 2018 COMMUNITY SALUTE AWARDS

https://www.cantonchamber.org/qc-dec
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4065 Fulton Dr NW
Canton, OH 44718

Contact our team of professionals for all your real estate needs!
Tim Putman

President
330-495-0600

Wick Hartung
Broker, V.P.

330-495-0601

Steve Marcelli
Senior Agent
330-327-5834

Jim Bednar
Agent

330-417-9034

Spencer
Hartung
Agent

330-936-0276

Joey Shirkey
Agent

330-472-2295

330.498.4400
putmanproperties.com

206-220 Dueber Ave SW, Canton  
22,307 Sq.ft. �ex plaza - three rental 
units on 2.35 acres.  Visible from I-77.  
.46 Acre outlot included.  Improve-
ments include new glass, new electric, 
individually metered gas & electric, 
new facade & asphalt parking lot.  
$990,000
Contact Wick Hartung for more details

EST.
1985

PRICE REDUCED!!!

1951 SHERRICK DR SE, CANTON
7,000 S.f. shop on 1.43 acres with 
o�ce for sale or lease.  Fenced yard 
w/2 gates, 1RR, central air, newer 
furnace, AEP electric, new roof 2016, 
4 docks (1 w/drive in ramp).  Contact 
Wick Hartung or Timothy J. Putman 
for more details.

Canton/Stark County is home to the most dynamic businesses in the country.  They go above and beyond to provide jobs and 
support the economic vitality of our community.  These businesses make capital investments, dedicate resources, and help 
make our region more appealing for further business growth and relocation.

The Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce is seeking Business Excellence Awards nominations to help us celebrate 
businesses that have distinguished themselves by being a significant presence in and/or providing substantial benefit to the 
citizens and economy of Stark County.

To be considered, the business must be for-profit, non-publicly traded, with no ownership held by a publicly traded company.  
In addition, the business needs to have demonstrated several of the following attributes:  

•	 Growth in business and/or employment
•	 Capital improvement s
•	 Innovation (expansion of products/product lines)
•	 Longevity
•	 Expansion of operations and/or efficiencies
•	 Responsiveness to business/industry challenges
•	 Consistent involvement in the community
•	 Outstanding customer service
•	 Entrepreneurship

If you have questions regarding eligibility or the nomination process, please contact Melissa Elsfelder, event manager, at 
330.458.2073 or melissae@cantonchamber.org.  Nomination deadline is Jan. 21, 2019.

SAVE THE DATE!  Business Excellence Award winners will be recognized at our annual awards dinner on 
Tuesday, May 7, 2019.

STARK COUNTY’S MOST PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS 
SEEKING NOMINATIONS through Jan. 21AULTCARE QUICKCONNECT LUNCHEON

2019
BEAs
Business
Excellence
AWARDS

mailto:melissae@cantonchamber.org
https://www.cantonchamber.org/awards
http://putmanproperties.com
https://www.cantonchamber.org/awards
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JOURNEY?
READY TO BEGIN YOUR LIFE’S

For more information, please contact PrimeTime Health Plan at 1-800-577-5084 or TTY users can call 1-800-617-7446, Monday-Friday from 8:00 

a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (October 1 – March 31, we are available 7 days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.), or visit www.pthp.com. PrimeTime Health 

Plan is an HMO-POS plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in PrimeTime Health Plan depends on contract renewal. For accommodation of 

persons with special needs at meetings, call 1-800-577-5084 or for TTY users 1-800-617-7446. Our plan does not discriminate based on race, 

color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its health programs or activities. English: ATTENTION: If you speak English, language assistance 

services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-800-577-5084 (TTY 1-800-617-7446). Español (Spanish): ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene 

a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-800-577-5084 (TTY 1-800-617-7446). 繁體中文 (Chinese): 注意：如果您使

用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1-800-577-5084 (TTY 1-800-617-7446).

Call: 1-888-471-2717 
to find the meeting nearest you!

(TTY/TDD 711) 7 days a week

8:00 am – 8:00 pm

Join us at a Medicare Advantage 
meeting to learn about our 

2019 plans and see which plan
fits you the best

for your life’s adventures.
EMERGENCY & URGENT 

CARE SERVICES

COVERED WORLDWIDE

HEARING AID
BENEFIT

ALL PLANS

VISION & DENTAL
ALLOWANCES

MOST PLANS

WHEREVER YOUR JOURNEY 
TAKES YOU,

WE’LL BE THERE, TOO!
A life journey full of QUALITY HEALTHCARE.

ONE OF THE BEST Medicare 
Advantage Plans in Ohio in 2018.

A SILVER&FIT® gym membership
at no cost at participating fitness facilities.

An entire CARE COORDINATION TEAM ready 
to lead you along your healthcare journey.

H3664_Action19_M

http://www.pthp.com
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AultWorks Occupational Medicine specializes in treating 
work-related injuries and illnesses. We are certified by the 
Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation.
 
Our services include: 

•  Injury Care
•  Drug and Alcohol Screenings
•  DOT and Pre-placement Physicals
•  Pre-placement Physicals
•  Random Management Programs
•  Mobile Medical Unit

www.aultman.org/aultworks
1-844-285-9675

At your location or ours,
we’ve got youcovered.

Canton
330-491-9675

Alliance
330-823-8864

Orrville
330-684-4767

Carrollton
330-627-0091

The City of Canton, in partnership with the Downtown Canton Special 
Improvement District, Coon Restoration, Canton Parks & Recreation, 
Arcade Coneys, and Center Ice Sports, is pleased to announce that  
the Hall of Fame City Ice Rink opened on Nov. 22 for the 2018-2019  
winter season. The outdoor ice rink is located on Courthouse Plaza  
(215 Tuscarawas St. W).

“We’re delighted to open the rink for the third season in a row,” said 
Canton Mayor Tom Bernabei. “It’s been a huge hit with people of all ages 
who want to enjoy outdoor fun in beautiful historic downtown Canton.”

Amenities include: on-site food and skate rentals at Arcade Coneys, 
lighting for day and evening skating, outdoor seating and broadcasted 
music. 

The rink is open Monday-Thursday from 10 am – 7 pm, Friday-Saturday 
from 10 am – 8 pm, and Sunday from Noon-6 pm. Admission is $2 with 
your own skates, $4 with figure skate or hockey skate rental. Check ice 
conditions at www.cantonohio.gov.

SEASON PASSES fOR 
AULTCARE QUICK 
CONNECT LUNCHEON 
ON SALE NOW! 

Get the best value for great networking and 
inspiring speakers at our monthly AultCare 
QuickConnect Luncheons! Our SEASON 
TICKET PASSES are an excellent value. When 
you buy an individual season pass, you’ll pay 
just $15 per monthly lunch – comparable to 
attending two lunches FREE OF CHARGE.  
 
Season passholders have access to attendee 
contact list upon request and receive other 
special perks all year long 
 
Savings + Special Perks = WIN-WIN! 
 
Call 330-458-2070 or visit www.canton-
chamber.org to purchase your tickets today.

Photo courtesy of J. Albert

ICE RINK NOW OPEN!Downtown Canton

http://www.cantonohio.gov
http://www.aultman.org/aultworks
https://www.cantonchamber.org/quickconnect
http://www.kingproperties.us
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AT OUR INfORMATION BREAKfAST
Learn More About Leadership Stark County

For anyone interested in developing personal leadership 

and effecting positive change in our region, come to the 

information breakfast and learn about the programs offered 

by Leadership Stark County. You’ll learn the answers to these 

questions:

•	 How will Leadership Stark County participation benefit 
me or my company?

•	 What new competencies will I take away?
•	 How much time will it take to participate?
•	 How do I apply?
•	 How will Leadership Stark County change the way I solve 

problems, interact with team members, view my commu-
nity, and approach the future? 

Join us at the Information Breakfast and discover the answers 
to these and any other questions you may have. Leadership 
Stark County will soon be taking applications for our Signature 
Program and for the Spotlight for Young Professionals program. 
If you are interested in either of these programs please plan to 
attend the breakfast.

There is no cost to attend, however, reservations are requested 
by Friday, December 7. All are welcome. Make your reservation by 
calling 330-458-2095 or email the Leadership office.

Tuesday, Dec. 11 
8:30-9:30 am 
Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce  
222 Market Ave. N 
Cost: Free but Reservations Requested  

Baker, Dublikar, Beck,
Wiley & Mathews

attorneys at law

Telephone:  (330) 499-6000
Telecopier:  (330) 499-6423

400 SOUTH MAIN STREET
NORTH CANTON, OHIO 44720

www.bakerfirm.com

http://www.bakerfirm.com
mailto:info@leadershipstarkcounty.org
http://putmanproperties.com
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Presented by Mike Gallina, AultCare

Winning the Safety Championship ~ 
A Leadership PEP Talk!

As you wrap up your calendar year, you will 
undoubtedly be looking at your financial 
performance, employee performance, and 
overall strategic goal attainment. You will be 
asking yourself, “Did we win this year?”  But, 
have you added employee and workplace 
safety into your final results to see if you 
have? 

The SCSC also will once again host a 
Toys for Tots Holiday Toy Drive. Many 
less fortunate children in our community 
will not get the items on their wish lists 
this holiday season. Spread some holiday 
happiness to these children by donating NEW 
UNWRAPPED TOYS. You’ll make a difference 
for these needy children and their families. 
You may also give a donation check payable 
to “Toys for Tots.”

Thursday, Dec. 13 
11:30 am-1:00 pm 
Alex D. Krassas Event Center 
Cost: $17 per person

About our presenter:  Michael 
Gallina is currently the Vice President 
of Communications and Community 
Engagement for the AultCare Health Plans.  
Prior to joining AultCare, Mr. Gallina’s career 
spanned thirty (30) years in the field of 
education.  Twenty-four (24) of those years 
were spent as a school administrator, with 
the final nineteen (19) years in the role of 
superintendent in the Minerva Local and 
North Canton City Schools, respectively.

STARK COUNTY SAfETY COUNCIL 
DECEMBER LUNCHEON

BARRETTE
CENTER

The Barrette Business and Community Center

 Conference and Event Planning

 Affordable

  Flexible Options for Any 
Size Audience

 Greeting and Lounge Areas

  State-of-the-art Media and  
Communications

 Convenient Location

 Reserved Parking Available

A professional, elegant experience.

C O N TA C T  J A C Q U E L I N E  M A N S E R  T O  S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  E V E N T 

walsh.edu/barrette    330.490.7117    jmanser@walsh.edu

Spotlight Company:

Mike Gallina

https://www.cantonchamber.org/scsc-dec
http://www.cantonpalacetheatre.org
http://walsh.edu/barrette
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© 2018 Stark Area Regional Transit Authority. All rights reserved.

YOU help make it happen. With your help, we provide  
efficient, affordable and sustainable mobility options for  
Stark County through Proline, Contracts and Fixed Routes  
served by over 200 employees. Your support keeps adding up:

+ 2.4 million rides a year

+ 160,000 Proline rides a year

+ 5,000 rides to work a day

+ 10,000 rides for veterans to the Cleveland VA clinic

Sartaonline.com

21 years of supporting SARTA's mission

THANKS FOR  
THE RIDE OF A LIFETIME!

Join us a the Pro Football Hall of fame with 
OSHA area directors on Wednesday, Dec. 19 
for the Trench Safety Conference. Trenching 
and excavation work presents serious hazards 
to workers. One cubic yard of soil can weigh 
as much as a car. Employers must ensure that 
workers enter trenches only after adequate 
protections are in place to address hazards.
Who should attend: Companies and 
government agencies working in residential 
and commercial excavation.
 
Agenda: 

•	 Soil mechanics

•	 Trench safety regulations

•	 Shoring equipment

•	 Trench rescue/recovery

•	 Trench collapse – a personal story

Registration is required, as limited seating is 
available. Registration is FREE thanks to our 
sponsors and includes continental breakfast, 
admission to the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
following the conference until 5:00 pm, plus 
25% in the Hall of Fame store.

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
7:30 am – Noon 
Pro Football Hall of Fame 
Free, but advance registration is required

PRESENTED BY SCSC AND OSHA

Thanks to these sponsors:

STARK COUNTY SAfETY COUNCIL 
TRENCH SAfETY CONfERENCE

https://www.cantonchamber.org/trench-safety-conference
http://sartaonline.com
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applegrowth.com

100+ EMPLOYEES

OHIO | AKRON | CANTON | CLEVELAND | KENT

ACCOUNTANTS + BUSINESS ADVISORS

4740 Belpar St. NW, Ste. B, Canton, OH 44718 | 330-867-7350

HELPING GROW LOCAL BUSINESSES  
FOR 75 YEARS. NOW OPEN IN CANTON.

JOIN A TIP CLUB 
and Grow Your Business Leads 
in the New Year! 
Join a tip club for weekly networking meetings, and exchange sales leads or 
“tips” with fellow chamber members in a wide variety of industries! 

Joining a tip club is free for members – just sign up, attend a casual breakfast or 
lunch, and pay for your meal each week! Clubs are facilitated by Chamber staff or 
Chamber Ambassadors. Breakfast clubs begin at 8:00 am; lunch clubs begin 
at noon.

Current Schedule of Clubs: 

• Tuesday Breakfast at Gregory’s Family Restaurant

• Tuesday Lunch at Courtyard by Marriott

• Wednesday Breakfast at John’s Bar & Grill

• Wednesday Lunch at Arrowhead Golf and Banquet

• Wednesday Lunch at Sylvester’s on Portage

• Thursday Breakfast at Samantha’s on Portage

• Thursday Lunch at Mulligan’s Restaurant & Pub

Contact our Membership Department today to get started at 330.833.4400.

http://applegrowth.com
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For many businesses, the last quarter of the year is when you are 
determining your health care coverage for the following year.

The Canton Regional Chamber is proud to bring an affordable 
health care coverage option administered by AultCare to the 
small business community called the Canton Regional Chamber 
Health Fund. This is a self-funded plan made possible through a 
Multiple Employer Welfare Arrangement (MEWA) and is designed 
to offer small businesses a competitive option in the health care 
marketplace.

The Health Fund was development to provide additional options 
and to help control the costs of healthcare benefits. Medically 
underwritten MEWA rates may provide a less expensive option 
than a smaller community rated plan obtained under the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA). All benefits are administered by 
AultCare.  

Multiple plans are available, ranging from traditional co-pay plans 
to health saving account-compatible plans. Ancillary products 
including dental and vision are available.

To obtain health care coverage through the Canton Regional 
Chamber Health Fund, businesses must be a member in good 
standing with the Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce, which 
includes being up-to-date on membership dues. The Health Fund 
is exclusive to Canton Regional Chamber members. To become a 
member, contact the Chamber at 330.456.7253.

For additional product and eligibility information, please 
visit www.aultcare.com/mewa or call AultCare at 330.363.6390.  

If you are interested in receiving a quote on the Canton Regional 
Chamber Health Fund, contact your Independent Broker or 
AultCare Representative.

COVERAGE OPTION TO MEMBERS
Canton Regional Chamber Offers Health Care 

http://www.aultcare.com/mewa
http://www.kent.edu/stark/cucc


mailto:p_simpson@us.aflac.com
http://www.buxtonroofing.com/
http://www.thomaslimousine.com/
http://devilleapts.com/
http://www.ohrestoration.com/
http://www.advancedautoglass.com/
http://www.shakertownapartments.com/
http://maidbrigade.com/
http://www.bradscarpetcleaning.com
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CALENDAR

Light Up Downtown 
www.lightupdowntown.com

Enjoy a stage show, 14 blocks 
of attractions, ice skating, 

refreshments, sleigh rides, a 
visit from Santa and fireworks!

Thursday, Dec. 6 
6:00-8:30 pm 
14 blocks in

downtown Canton 
FREE!

Leadership Information 
Breakfast 

www.leadershipstark
county.org

Learn more about Leadership 
Stark County’s programming 

and how to apply. 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 11 
8:00-9:30 am 

Canton Regional
Chamber of Commerce 
Free, but reservations

are required 

December

6
Shop Saturdays and Save! 

www.downtowncanton.com

Shop unique downtown 
Canton retailers and save 20% 

on a single item per store!

Saturday, Dec. 8 & 15 
Store hours vary 

Downtown Canton

(SEE COUPON ON 
PAGE 16!)

11
Stark Forum: 

“Smart” Communities 
www.cantonchamber.org

Join us for 
“Smart” Communities: 
Shaping a Safe, Secure, 
Connected Future for 

Stark County.

Tuesday, Dec. 11 
11:30 am-1:00 pm 

Pro Football Hall of Fame  
$25, includes lunch 

13
Stark County

Safety Council Luncheon 
www.starkcountysc.com 

 
Featuring Mike Gallina, 

AultCare, and the annual Toys 
for Tots drive.

Thursday, Dec. 13 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Alex D. Krassas Event Center 
$17 per person

19
Trench Safety Conference 
www.starkcountysc.com

Presented by the Stark County 
Safety Council and OSHA.

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
8:00 am-Noon 

Pro Football Hall of Fame 
Free, but reservations

are required 
 

AultCare
QuickConnect Luncheon 
www.cantonchamber.org

At the next QuickConnect: 
Doug Pugh, Owner, Chick-fil-A, 

Canton locations

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

La Pizzaria 
$18 for Chamber members

Thru
Dec. 15 11

4th Annual
Winter Wonder Flea 

www.downtowncanton.com

Downtown Canton’s last-
minute maker market 
featuring 75 vendors!

Saturday, Dec. 22 
10:00 am-3:00 pm 

Canton Cultural Center 
 

19 22

http://www.lightupdowntown.com
http://www.downtowncanton.com
https://www.cantonchamber.org/lsc-info-breakfast
https://www.cantonchamber.org/stark-forum
https://www.cantonchamber.org/stark-forum
https://www.cantonchamber.org/trench-safety-conference
https://www.cantonchamber.org/qc-dec
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CALENDAR WELCOME to our newest members, who joined Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce in October.  We encourage you 
to patronize their businesses.  If you know of other businesses that would benefit from Chamber membership, please 
contact the Membership Department at (330) 458-2051.

NEW MEMBERS

Alliance Area Domestic Violence Shelter
(NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION)
Kimberly Stanley, MSW, LISW
P.O. Box 3622
Alliance, OH 44601
(330) 823-7223
www.alliancedomesticviolenceshelter.org

Amadeus Spa 
(SPA)
Kathy Neal
4465 Hills & Dales Rd. NW
Canton, OH 44708
(330) 479-7727
www.amadeusspacanton.com

Anazao Community Partners 
(COUNSELING)
Kevin R. Bowen
2587 Back Orrville Rd.
Wooster, OH 44691
(330) 264-9497
www.anazao.co

Barnhart Crane & Rigging Company
(CRANE SERVICE
RIGGING AND HAULING)
Jim Chapman
4015 - 23rd St. SW
Canton, OH 44706
(330) 451-6194
www.barnhartcrane.com

Berlin Transportation, LLC 
(TRANSPORTATION - LOGISTICS)
Marilyn Wengerd
7576 State Route 241
Millersburg, OH 44654
(330) 674-3395
www.berlintransportation.com

Bloom’s Printing & Design 
(PRINTING COMPANIES)
Rick Bloom Jr.
4792 N. 4th St., Ext. SE
Dennison, OH 44621
(740) 922-1765
www.bloomsprinting.com

Canton Harbor High School 
(SCHOOLS - HIGH SCHOOL)
Joe DiRuzza
1731 Grace Ave. NE
Canton, OH 44705
(330) 452-8414
www.cantonharbor.org

CareSource 
(INSURANCE)
Danielle Thompson
5900 Landerbrook Dr. Ste 300
Mayfield Heights, OH 44124-4029
(216) 978-7888
www.caresource.com

Char-Bar Dining Car 
(FOOD TRUCK)
John Shaheen Jr
210 22nd St. NW
Canton, OH 44709
(330) 418-4158

Chemical Bank 
(BANKS)
Ryan Mehilis
4001 Whipple Ave. NW
Canton, OH 44718
(330) 327-5315
www.chemicalbank.com/ryanmehilis

DeWees Real Estate Group 
(REAL ESTATE - COMMERCIAL SERVICES)
Samantha DeWees
4652 Belden Village St. NW
Canton, OH 44718
(803) 528-5155
www.deweesreg.com

Harold’s Equipment, Inc. 
(FARM & RANCH SUPPLIES)
Harold Neuenschwander
2120 County Rd. 168
Dundee, OH 44624
(330) 893-2348
www.haroldsequipment.com

Guy Hufstetler - State Farm Insurance
(INSURANCE & FINANCIAL PLANNING)
Guy Hufstetler
333 South Prospect Ave.
Hartville, OH 44632
(330) 877-0339
www.HartvilleGuy.com

Tom Manolas, Re/Max 
Crossroads 
(REAL ESTATE)
Tom Manolas
4522 Fulton Dr. NW
Canton, OH 44718
(330) 327-6721
www.tmanolas.remaxa-
gent.com

Miracle Concrete Contractors, Inc.
(CONCRETE CONTRACTORS)
Sam Monastra
1905 23rd St. NE
Canton, OH 44705
(330) 453-3625

MJK Electrical Engineering, LLC
(ENGINEERS - ELECTRICAL)
Michael A. Miller, P.E.
3844 Frys Valley Rd.
Port Washington, OH 43837
(330) 340-6800
www.mjkpe.com

Muskellunge Brewing Company LLC
(BREWERY)
Frank Estremera
425 - 5th St. NW
Canton, OH 44702
www.muskybrewco.com

Smith Development 
(CONSTRUCTION - DEVELOPERS/
CONTRACTORS - RES & COMMERCIAL)
Steve Smith
6360 Promler Ave. NW
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 244-9080
www.smithdevelopmentcorp.com

Standard Engineering Group 
(TOOL & DIE MAKERS)
Jackie Schlemmer
3516 Highland Park NW
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 494-4300
www.standardengineeringgroup.com

Water-Watts Inc. 
(PLUMBING & HEATING)
Willis Coblentz
9059 S. Carr Rd.
Fredericksburg, OH 44627
(330) 695-3601

http://www.alliancedomesticviolenceshelter.org
http://www.amadeusspacanton.com
http://www.anazao.co
http://www.barnhartcrane.com
http://www.berlintransportation.com
http://www.bloomsprinting.com
http://www.cantonharbor.org
http://www.caresource.com
http://www.chemicalbank.com/ryanmehilis
http://www.deweesreg.com
http://www.haroldsequipment.com
http://www.HartvilleGuy.com
http://www.mjkpe.com
http://www.muskybrewco.com
http://www.smithdevelopmentcorp.com
http://www.standardengineeringgroup.com
http://www.tmanolas.remaxagent.com
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BIZ Bitz

Have business news you’d like to share via 
Biz Bitz? Send your news release to Collyn 
Floyd, director of marketing, at collynf@
cantonchamber.org.

small sAturdays
downtown canton savings pass

#shopoften #shoplocaL #shopsmall

 for more details & to download your coupons

Shopdowntowncanton.com

visit any participating retailer on saturdays through december 15 and receive 20 %percent off your 

purchase. may not be combined with any other offer or used online. may be used at multiple retailers 

each saturday but only one time per store per day. please note: each retailer sets its own hours. please 

check individual stores for more information. individual retailer exclusions apply, and some products 

or brands may be excluded from discount. contact retailer for more information. exp. 12.15.18

Save on one
item

Every Saturday nov. 24th through dec. 15th

Join us every Saturday, November 24 through 
December 15, for shopping at unique downtown 
Canton boutiques & galleries: Arrowhead Vintage 
& Handmade Goods, Avenue Arts Marketplace & 
Theatre, Artisan Boutique at The Canton Museum 
of Art, Boomdyada, Cantonology, Collective Skate, 
The Essential Alternatives, John Strauss Furniture 
Design, Joseph Saxton Gallery of Photography, 
Modern Ritual, Next Chapter Bookstore, Pinetree 
Primatives & Rustic Riches, Print & Press Shop and 
Studios and Selene Stone.

Downtown specialty retailers are offering a 
special promotion to shoppers: Enjoy a 20% 
discount off a single item. (Coupon attached!)

You’ll save on the most unique fashion, art, 
handmade goods, gifts, jewelry, personal care 
items, home furnishings, vintage goods, books 
and more, every Saturday through December 
15th.

The shops are wonderfully walkable, the parking 
is FREE and the deals await!

The Center Ice Skating Club will host a 
performance followed by FREE
group and individual lessons at Canton’s 
First Friday on Dec. 7 starting at 6:00, 
all at the Hall of Fame City ice Rink! The 
performance will feature Canton’s own 
Canton Precision Theatre teams along with 
feature skaters from the Center Ice Skating 
Club. Please come and enjoy the show and 
the free ice skating lessons! 

For the 10th consecutive year, Mercy Medi-
cal Center has again been awarded the 
U.S. EPA’s ENERGY STAR certification—one 
of only three hospitals in the U.S., and the 
only one in Ohio, to earn this designation. In 
recognition of this achievement, Mercy held 
a special ceremony recently to honor the 
hospital’s facilities management team, as 
well as vendors and partners that assist in 
energy-saving initiatives. Each year the hos-
pital’s main campus, a facility of one million 
square feet that’s a blend of old and new 
construction, saves approximately $976,000 
in energy costs. On average, ENERGY STAR-
certified buildings and plants use 35 per-
cent less energy, cause 35 percent fewer 
greenhouse gas emissions, and are less 
expensive to operate than their peers—all 

without sacrifices in performance or com-
fort. Hospitals that earn EPA’s ENERGY STAR 
certification, on average, save $3,000 per 
bed annually on energy costs. 
 
New York City Ballet principal dancers will 
perform the leading roles in Canton Bal-
let’s spectacular holiday showpiece The 
Nutcracker in four performances December 
7-9 at the Canton Palace Theatre.  NYCB 
dancers Sterling Hyltin and Joseph Gordon 
will dance Sugar Plum Fairy and Cavalier in 
all performances. This is an outstanding op-
portunity for audiences to see top-ranking 
members of America’s premier ballet com-
pany here in Stark County.  Performances 
will be Friday, December 7, 7:30 p.m.; Sat-
urday, December 8, 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; 
and Sunday, December 9, 2:00 p.m.

‘Tis the season to pull out that credit card 
and shop ‘til you drop! What better way 
to do that than to come check out the 
amazing deals in the Canton Arts District 
on First Friday! Stop by local shops such 
as The Essential Alternatives, Pinetree 
Primitives and Rustic Riches, Avenue Arts 
Marketplace & Theatre, Grapes in a Glass 

and so much more to take advantage of 
sales, discounts and raffles! And while you’re 
at it, double your money by bringing your 
receipt of $30 or more from any downtown 
art shop or studio to Avenue Arts and get 
$10 back! Galleries will be hopping this First 
Friday as Fairless Elementary will be having 
an art show at Avenue Arts Marketplace & 
Theatre with a pop up vendor event in the 
theatre downstairs. Lynda Tuttle’s Art Center 
will be hosting a Christmas Exchange and 
Joseph Saxton Gallery of Photography will 
be hosting Lou Stoumen’s series “Hour by 
Hour”. Stop by JüLZ for their featured artist, 
Therese Cook, and Boomdyada to decorate 
your own live tiny tabletop Christmas tree. 
Krampus is coming to Modern Ritual and 
John Strauss Furniture will be hosting 
a silent auction in their upstairs gallery! 
Also, don’t forget to stop by the newly 
established, SELENE STONE for their grand 
opening!

http://shopdowntowncanton.com


M. Conley, a 108 year old company, celebrates entrepreneurs who will make the next 100 years exciting.
One nominee per month. One winner per year. Twelve reasons to believe in the future of northeast Ohio.

VISIT WWW.NEOBRIGHTESTLIGHTS.COM FOR FULL DETAILS.

Photography by Shawn Wood, Studio 7 Photography

2018 NOMINEE NUMBER SIX
The M. Conley Entrepreneur-Of-The-Year Award

Louisville, Ohio

FOREVERLAWN

Four Generations Keeping 
Businesses Fully Supplied

EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES FOR:  JANITORIAL    
PACKAGING    FOODSERVICE    INDUSTRIAL

Go to www.neobrightestlights.com to learn about the other nominees!

Photography by Shawn Wood, Studio 7 Photography

One day they were growing dealers for a leading national 
brand of artificial grass and had just spent a cold, miserable 
week installing their biggest job. The next day the leading 
brand was forced into bankruptcy and unable to pay for the job 
they’d hired the Karmies to install. No supplier. No business. 
No desperately needed $40,000 payment. 

As a business tool, disaster has its advantages. The Karmies 
soon became suppliers to a group of artificial grass dealers 
who’d also been left high and dry. ForeverLawn® was born 
without the luxury of being carried to full term. Eventually 
ForeverLawn® helped Brian and Dale Karmie discover their 
life’s calling, but not before testing their resolve in some 
unusual ways

Before starting their entrepreneurial adventure, the close-knit 
Karmie brothers were well-paid software consultants. Success 
left them unfulfilled and sure they should be doing more with 
their lives. But, they didn’t understand what “more” meant. An 
article about artificial grass caught Dale’s eye and he sent it to 
Brian. Soon, they found themselves kissing families goodbye 
before a long drive to Albuquerque. There among the water-
starved lawns of New Mexico, they became AstroLawn 
dealers.

Their rough start was a tangle of long work days and nights 
spent living in their rented warehouse. They sold, installed and 
collected payment but money was short and bank credit non-
existent. 

Surprised to learn it snowed in Albuquerque, they weren’t 
prepared for a seasonal business downturn and started 
looking for winter business in Tucson. Soon they had five good 

jobs sold, but no money for supplies and travel. With time 
running out and no visible options, Brian took a phone call from 
a desperate contractor looking for a 50’ roll of artificial grass. 
They agreed to sell their one remaining roll for $3,000. Cash. 
Only after the mysterious contractor left did the Karmies realize 
they didn’t know anything about him, even his full name. Their 
best guess was an angel was sent to keep them afloat.

When disaster struck, there was confusion before a new 
path revealed itself. The Karmies analyzed how their supplier 
crumbled when ideas ran dry and integrity was lacking. They 
saw poor quality products muddling the market and decided 
to be different. Three words became their mantra: Innovation. 
Quality. Integrity. Building a business they could be proud 
of pulled them through more low points. More important it 
revealed their life’s calling.

Today, sitting in their brand new Louisville, Ohio, headquarters, 
Dale and Brian Karmie have turned ForeverLawn® into a 
leading artificial grass brand. They are market innovators with 
quality solutions for pet owners, golf enthusiasts, playgrounds, 
corporations and people who want the beauty of perfectly 
trimmed lawns without maintenance headaches. Life is good, 
but there was more. 

While building a successful business on the fly, Dale and 
Brian Karmie became servant leaders helping thousands of 
their employees and dealers build better lives. Their living 
example and online training courses show others how to build 
successful dealer businesses while making an impact in their 
own communities. After 16 years of working toward something 
more, Dale and Brian Karmie finally understand what “more” is 
really all about.

In their second year as artificial grass 
dealers, Brian and Dale Karmie thought 
they’d already made every beginner’s 
mistake possible. Business was starting 
to boom, their best friend had put his 
own career on hold to open an affiliated 
Orlando dealership, and they’d just 
completed their largest installation to 
date. The next day they were out of 
business. Sort of.

http://www.neobrightestlights.com


Canton | 330.966.9400
maloneynovotny.com

Business Advisors and 
Certified Public Accountants

Our commitment to service  
leads to your financial success.

+  
+  +  

+  
+  ++  

+  
+  

  

CantonMercy.org/4Awards MERCY IS THE BEST MEDICINE

4 Awards 4 You!
MORE THAN ACCOLADES –  
A FULFILLED PROMISE TO OUR PATIENTS
Mercy Cancer Center is 1 of only 16 facilities nationwide 
to earn this prestigious award four or more times in a 
row. This distinction represents Mercy’s commitment to 
the finest cancer care possible 
for every one of  
our patients.

Unmatched in Ohio!
American College of Surgeons, Commission on Cancer 
- OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

 

http://maloneynovotny.com
http://travelhost.com
http://cantonmercy.org/4awards



