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2021 Canton
Blues Fest

The Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce is excited to announce
the headliners for the 2021 Canton Blues Fest. This annual outdoor
blues festival, now in its 20th year, will take place at Centennial Plaza in
downtown Canton on Friday, July 9, and Saturday, July 10, with headliners taking the stage nightly at 9:45 p.m.
FRIDAY, JULY 9: Ray Fuller and the Bluesrockers and SATURDAY, JULY 10:
The Sonny Moorman Group
The jam-packed lineup 14 unique blues acts on stage, with live music
Friday 4 - 11 p.m. and Saturday noon - 11 p.m.
Get a fantastic view of the stage!
Reserved seating for both nights available.
Go to https://www.cantonchamber.org/canton-blues-fest
FRIDAY HEADLINER - RAY FULLER AND THE BLUESROCKERS
RAY FULLER from New Albany Ohio, was given his first guitar at the age
of 8, a Gibson Melody Maker. At an early age, Fuller was inspired by
the British Invasion; Rolling Stones, Yardbirds and the Animals bands.
Fuller’s first Blues album he ever heard was John Mayall and the Blues
Breakers featuring Eric Clapton. “I could tell good blues guitar when I
heard it...it was different.”
Fuller’s passion for the Blues was fueled with the discovery of the
original Blues greats; John Lee Hooker, Muddy Waters, BB King, Elmore
James. Young Ray Fuller was especially fond of John Lee Hooker.

Sonny Moorman

The Ray Fuller Band was formed in 1974, evolving into Ray Fuller and
the Bluesrockers in 1978; releasing a self titled album on vinyl and
Fuller has not looked back since. Mastering his craft throughout the
Ray Fuller
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BEING
WELL
You deserve access to the best in healthcare.

Quality healthcare is available in your own backyard.
With over 16,000 providers in-network, AultCare makes it
easy for you to find a local provider you can trust.
Because you matter.

330-363-6360 | 2600 Sixth St. SW, Canton
aultcare.com/healthandwellness
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Blues Fest ...
80’s and 90’s, Fuller was quick to become
the “go to act” throughout Ohio to open
for iconic Blues musicians such as Muddy
Waters, John Lee Hooker, Stevie Ray
Vaughan, Buddy Guy, Junior Wells and
Albert Collins to name a few.
Ray Fuller’s immediate focus is on bringing his unique “Rockin’ Slide Guitar Blues”
to Blues Festivals and major Blues venues
throughout USA, Canada, Europe and
beyond; putting on high energy, dynamic
performances full of fire and energy audiences won’t soon forget!
SATURDAY HEADLINER - THE SONNY
MOORMAN GROUP
More than just a Blues-Rock artist, awardwinning guitar player Sonny Moorman
balances his signature smoking-hot riffs
with a hard-rocking precision and feel
born deep in the Blues ethos. Seeming
to channel inspiration from elsewhere,
his world-class playing is at once both
transcendental and firmly grounded in
reality, captivating audiences nationwide.
The music is original, complex and never
stale, with relatable lyrics and a sound
that conjures up masters like Duane Allman, Lonnie Mack, and Freddy King. Still,
Moorman has forged his own intoxicating
style throughout his decades-long career,
which firmly establishes him as one of the
last great authentic roadhouse players.

BLUES FEST SCHEDULE:
FRIDAY, JULY 9
4:00 - 5:15 PM: GREASY BOYS BLUES BAND
5:30 - 6:45 PM: NATE LUPI
7:00 - 7:30 PM: JEFF POULOS
7:45 - 8:45 PM: MIKE LENZ
9:00 - 9:30 PM: ERIC BROOKE’S BLUES
BORDELLO
9:45 - 11:00 PM: RAY FULLER AND THE
BLUESROCKERS
SATURDAY, JULY 10
12:00 - 1:15 PM: RACHEL BROWN AND THE
BEATNIK PLAYBOYS
1:30 - 2:45 PM: SAM HOOPER GROUP
3:00 - 4:15 PM: ALAN GREENE BAND
4:30 - 5:00 PM: THE R&D DUO
5:15 - 6:30 PM: BACKSTREET BLUES BAND
6:45 - 7:15 PM: CHRISTOPHER SOULSBY
7:30 - 8:45 PM: JJ VICARS & THE DESIATOS
9:00 - 9:30 PM: IAN PENTER
9:45 - 11:00 PM: THE SONNY MOORMAN
GROUP
For more information or questions, please
contact Andrea Hartman, event manager,
at (330) 458-2054.
For sponsorship information for this or our
other downtown events, please contact
Chris Gumpp at (330) 458-2055.

Phil &
Nancy
Sonner
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Quality Early Childcare
Essential and Workforce
Access to childcare is an increasingly
urgent workforce issue, one that is gaining
recognition among economists and
business leaders. However, with the cost
of childcare rivaling the cost of college
tuition, many employees struggle to find
quality childcare that they can afford.
The cost to individuals and families is
clear. But child care challenges are also
costly to businesses, as employers lose
out on talented employees and see
decreased productivity, higher turnover,
and low morale. Even prior to the
pandemic, American businesses lost an
estimated $12.7 billion each year due to
their employees’ childcare challenges.
Quality early childcare not only supports
the workforce of today, but also builds the
workforce of the future by preparing our

EDUCATION
M E A N S

youngest learners for kindergarten and
beyond.
Kids who participate in quality early
childhood programs are better prepared
for kindergarten. Kindergarten readiness
has been linked to predictors of success in
required third grade reading assessments,
eighth grade math assessments, high
school graduation rates, better mental
health, healthier lifestyles, and job stability.
Our community has shown great resilience
throughout this pandemic. However,
as we look ahead to our recovery, we
cannot overlook our childcare crisis.
There are opportunities to be creative
in our community to support quality
early childcare for all students. Support
can come on the state level through
additional budgeting for early childhood

4065 Fulton Dr NW, Canton
330.498.4400
putmanproperties.com

B U S I N E S S

C A N TO N R E G I O N A L C H A M B E R

funding, on the regional level by support
of organizations like the Early Childhood
Resource Center and on the local level in
supporting early childhood centers in the
neighborhood of your business perhaps
where many of your workers reside.
From a business perspective support of
QUALITY early childhood programming
is a phenomenal 18-year ROI for our
community and society. This type of
M E A N S will
B sustain
U S I our
N E community
S S
investment
C A Nwill
TO Nempower
R E G I O N A Lour
C Hchildren,
A M B E R build
which
a sustainable workforce, and allow
businesses to thrive.

EDUCATION

by: barbara hammontree bennett,
pe, ps, leed-ap
vice president of education
and workforce

Call our team of professionals
for all your real estate needs!

3,840 SQ.FT. OFFICE BUILDING FOR SALE
800 CLEVELAND AVE SW, CANTON, OHIO 44702

REDUCED

3,840 SQ.FT. OFFICE BUILDING
FOR SALE
Free standing block building in
downtown Canton with its own
private parking lot and
loading/unloading area in the rear.
Former arts studio. Great location for
any collaboration based business
with perimeter offices and open
center on upper and lower levels.
For Sale: $169,000
Saylor Putman
330.495.8292
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Did You Know?
did you know…that
MAGNET, The Manufacturing
Advocacy & Growth Network,
a nonprofit consulting
group with a 35-year track
record, is running on all
cylinders to serve Stark
County manufacturers? From
technology implementation
to marketing support to
workforce training, the
organization is ready to
help small to medium-sized
manufacturers, especially
those hit hard by supply chain
and production disruptions
during the pandemic.
With its 24-county reach, the
Cleveland-based organization
has expanded by opening
offices in Canton and Akron to
better serve the manufacturers
in Stark and Summit counties.
Its experts specialize in
practical consulting to help
existing manufacturers grow,
provide start-up services to
physical product entrepreneurs,
and work to address the talent
gap through training and
outreach initiatives.
MAGNET also collaborates
with manufacturing CEOs,
governments, community
leaders, and educators to

advocate for sector needs and
drive growth.
The Canton office is located
within your own Canton
Regional Chamber of
Commerce offices located at
222 Market Avenue, North,
Canton, OH 44702. If you
haven’t met Ms. Janelle Lee,
Director of Client Engagement,
please contact her at 330-4582062 x131 to introduce yourself.
She wants to meet you and hear
your company’s story, as well as
share with you how MAGNET
can expand opportunities for
your business. We are fortunate
to have someone like Janelle,
who brings her many years of
industry experience to Stark
County.
After meeting with Janelle,
take time to stop by the
MAGNET Innovation & Growth
Center located inside the
Chamber offices, which
highlights manufacturing in
our industrious county. Here
you will find displays featuring
a variety of manufacturing
companies in our region.
For more information about
MAGNET, please visit their
website: https://www.
manufacturingsuccess.org

Baker, Dublikar, Beck,
Wiley & Mathews
attorneys at law

MAGNET Innovation & Growth Center photos by
Paul Moskowitz, akronvideomakers.com

• Oﬃce

Est.
1985

• Retail
• Medical
• Industrial

Top 10 Commercial Real Estate Brokers in NE Ohio
Top 10 in Sales & Leasing in NE Ohio
Our team has over 125 years of collective experience!

• Investments

Telephone: (330) 499-6000
Telecopier: (330) 499-6423
400 SOUTH MAIN STREET
NORTH CANTON, OHIO 44720
www.bakerfirm.com
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Tim Putman Wick Hartung
President
Broker, V.P.
330-495-0600 330-495-0601

• Management
• Development
• Site Acquisition
• 1031 Exchanges

Jim Bednar
Agent
330-417-9034

Saylor Putman
Agent
330-495-8292

Spencer Hartung
Agent
330-936-0276

4065 Fulton Dr NW, Canton, OH 44718
330-498-4400
wwww.putmanproperties.com
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MAGNET is inspired to drive regional,
economic impact through our manufacturers.

MAGNET: The Manufacturing Advocacy and Growth Network

Employee retention and satisfaction can be difficult to measure and even
harder to improve. However, with the proper guidance, our expertly
facilitated assessment will identify new ways to transform your company
into the employer that wins and retains talented employees at all levels.

MAGNET’s experts roll up our sleeves to help
manufacturers in Northeast Ohio build and grow
their businesses. From adopting new technologies
to becoming more eﬃcient, it is our mission to make
sure that all manufacturers have the best chance to

Where Today’s Ideas are
Tomorrow’s Products

Darlyn A.
McDermott, CLF
Director
Market Leader
MAGNET: The Manufacturing
Advocacy and Growth Network

Harry
Eadon
MAGNET: Tuscarawas
County Economic
Development Corporation

manufacturingsuccess.org

maintain and add those great, good paying jobs that
are the foundation of Ohio’s economy.

Janelle M.
Lee
Director of Client
Engagement
MAGNET: The
Manufacturing Advocacy
and Growth Network

Tuscarawas

Mahoning
Valley

AKRON: 330.983.9528, CANTON: 330.458.2062, CLEVELAND: 216.543.1222, TUSC: 330.602.4422

Behind the Scenes at SCORE
Over the years, Canton Regional SCORE has earned several
recognitions - five times named District Chapter of the Year and
once National Chapter of the Year. What makes the chapter tick?
Nationally, SCORE - founded in 1964 - numbers some 340 chapters.
All have strong relationships with chambers of commerce, offices of
the U.S. Small Business Administration, and colleges and universities.
Most chapters are hosted by such entities - free of charge or
for nominal rent of $1 per year. In fact, as a 501-c-3 charitable
organization, SCORE could not function without their generous
support.
For Canton Regional SCORE, that generous host is the Canton
Regional Chamber of Commerce. The chamber provides an office
with workstations, phones and access to four conference rooms for
mentoring SCORE clients. All of that support is free of charge.
The chapter also benefits from its membership in the Greater
Canton Chamber of Commerce - and simultaneously enhances
the experience of chamber members. One such way is conducting
workshops in the chamber’s offices in downtown Canton and in
the Jackson Township office on Wales Ave. The chapter and the
chamber team up to promote the workshops.
Also, central to making the chapter tick is the funding support
it receives from area foundations including Stark Community
Foundation, Hoover Foundation, and The James S. & Patricia L.
Ripple Charitable Fund. Adding more strength to the chapter is
sponsorship of SCORE events and workshops by area banks, law

firms and insurance companies. They include Consumers
National Bank; The Commercial & Savings Bank; Buckingham,
Doolittle & Burroughs, LLC; Ramsburg Insurance & Financial
Services; and Van Nostran Young & Associates.
The chapter’s own organic growth also keeps it ticking.
During the last decade, chapter membership has grown
from 20 to 55 members. It added a fifth county - Harrison
- to its designated coverage territory that embraces Stark,
Tuscarawas, Holmes and Carroll counties. It now annually
conducts more than 800 in-person counseling sessions and
this year is on track to conducting more than 50 workshops
on a wide range of topics.
Canton Regional SCORE serves small businesses and
non-profits throughout five counties - Stark, Tuscawaras,
Holmes, Carroll, Harrison. You can learn more about the
chapter at www.canton.score.org.

CLICK HERE FOR OUR UPCOMING WEBINARS!

Members Helping Members Program
due to Covid-19, we’ve received a spike in requests from small business members who are struggling to renew their dues. we are asking
members who are in a positive position to consider providing assistance through our “members helping members” program.

Members
HELPING
Members

Here’s how you can help members in need as we weather the pandemic:
•

Consider donating $310 (our basic small business membership), or
your own specified amount, along with your annual dues payment.
You’ll see a “Members Helping Members” line on your invoice or
when you pay online. Any funds will go toward covering the dues of
a member who simply can’t renew this year.

•

Go anytime to cantonchamber.org/members-helping-members to
donate.

We’d like to give a special thanks to these companies who donated this
month and helped save the Chamber memberships of small businesses:
• kenan advantage Group
• toth buick-GmC truck
• GkG and associates
• basial asian bistro
Due to COVID-19, we’ve received a spike in requests
from small business members who are struggling to
renew their dues. We are asking members who are in
a positive position to consider providing assistance
through our "Members Helping Members" program.

WA L S H

Coming to Canton’s
largest screen this
June!
Stay tuned to
cantonpalacetheatre.org
for up-to-date information.

HERE’S
YOU
U N HOW
IVE
RCAN
S IHELP
T Y
Consider donating $310 (our basic small business
membership), or your own specified amount, along
with your annual dues payment.

Earn your MBA online
in as little as ONE YEAR
100% online

You’ll see a “Members Helping Members” line on the
enclosed invoice or when you pay online. Any funds
will go toward covering the dues of a member who
simply can't renew this year.

You’ll not only be helping a local small business,
36 credit hours
you’ll be helping our community stay strong as we
u Take up to two eight-week courses
pertogether!
term
recover
u Program has earned multiple awards
and recognitions
GO TO www.cantonchamber.org/
u One of the area’s only Healthcare
Management programs
members-helping-members
u

Discover the Walsh difference that features
a mentorship pairing with an industry leader
that best fits our students’ career goals. Our
leaders are located across the country
and around the globe.
For more information, visit

www.walsh.edu/mba
No GMAT or GRE required

Specializations in:

605 Market Ave. N, Canton, OH 44702
Ph: 330.454.8172

Data Analytics
Healthcare Management
Management
Marketing

4.92x4.88_MBA ad_21.indd 1
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Congratulations to the Spring 2021
SPOTLIGHT PROGRAM CLASS OF YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

Shawn Bagley, Purchasing and Risk Manager, University of Mount Union, Daniel Brown, Process Engineer, The Timken Company,
Josh Campbell, Senior Engineer, The Timken Company, Hannah Cowie, Prevention Specialist, Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health,
Lynn Dudash, Assistant Professor, University of Mount Union, Emma Farkas, Postdoctoral Psychology Fellow, Child & Adolescent
Behavioral Health, Max Feller, Registered Representative/Financial Representative, Western & Southern, Jill Grove, Spirit Squad
Advisor, University of Mount Union, Megan Huston, Licensed Professional Counselor, Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health,
Josh Ippolito, Senior Finance Analyst – Operations, The Timken Company, NaSheka Lemon, Program Coordinator, Bounce Innovation
Hub, Brett Pinson, Client Solutions Specialist, Employers Health, Bayley Porter, Coordinator, Partnerships and Events, Hall of
Fame Village powered by Johnson Controls, Sarah Powers, Assistant Director of Academic Marketing, University of Mount Union,
Avery Roper, Diversity Recruiter, Akron Children’s Hospital, JoAnna Schoﬁeld, Branch Manager, Stark County District Library,
Kelly Snader, HR Generalist, Peoples Services, Inc., Alec Stuckey, Associate, GDK & Company, Jennifer Tong, Process Engineer,
Marathon Petroleum, Seandra Walker, Psychologist, Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health, Audra Youngen, Director of Alumni
Engagement, University of Mount Union, Madison Zurakowski, Communications Coordinator, Hall of Fame Resort and
Entertainment Company

Shawn Bagley

Daniel Brown

Josh Campbell

Jill Grove

Megan Huston

Josh Ippolito

Hannah Cowie

Lynn Dudash

Emma Farkas

Max Feller

At your location or ours,
we’ve got you covered.
NaSheka Lemon

Sarah Powers

Brett Pinson

Avery Roper

Bayley Porter

JoAnna Schoﬁeld

AultWorks Occupational Medicine specializes in
treating work-related injuries and illnesses. We are certified
by the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation.
Our services include:
• Injury Care
• Drug and Alcohol Screenings
• DOT and FAA Physicals
• Pre-placement Physicals
• Random Management Programs

Canton
330-491-9675
Alliance
330-823-8864
Kelly Snader

Alec Stuckey

Jennifer Tong

Orrville
330-684-4767

www.aultman.org/aultworks

Seandra Walker

Audra Youngen

Madison Zurakowski
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YPs Get Involved! Pro Football HOFEF
Event Volunteers Needed!

Garden mimosa bar, outdoor tailgate, and twice
the fun in ‘21! Big changes await for this year’s
Pro Football Hall of Fame Enshrinement Festival
events and your help is needed as our community celebrates 28 football greats.
Bartenders, hosts and hostesses needed for
a few of our favorite events on August 6 & 8.
CLICK HERE for more details and to sign up and
volunteer by June 7.

ystark! CEO Virtual
Meet&Eat with Shana Smith
The YWCA, a local social service organization, provides early care and education, and
housing for Stark County’s homeless populations. Shana has a strong commitment to the
Stark County community. She has served on
the boards of Leadership Stark County, Child
and Adolescent Behavioral Health, YMCA of
Myers Lake, and the Ohio Optometric Foundation. She has a BA in Sociology from Kent
State University, an MBA, and post-graduate
studies toward a Doctor of Education in
Leadership Studies from Ashland University.
Shana’s work history includes roles with the
Canton City School District, Sisters of Charity
Foundation of Canton, Canton City Schools,
and Malone University. Shana is a very proud
mother of her three children, Dayanna,
Amya, and DeMarlo Jr.
During the CEO Meet & Eat, Shana will share
the core principles that she has embraced as
a leader.
Cost: $15 (Each registered
participant will receive a
$10 Jerzee’s All American
Sports Grille gift card.)
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Registered participants will receive a confirmation prior to the event with instructions
on how to join the Zoom session. Please
contact kellyp@ystark.org if you have questions.
ABOUT: The ystark! CEO Meet&Eat series is a
professional development opportunity for YPs
to learn from and network with community
leaders across diverse industries. Hear what
it takes to be successful, what CEOs wish they
knew in their 20s and 30s, and advice for thriving personally and professionally today.
The ystark! CEO Meet&Eat Series is
sponsored by:
Shana Smith

Wednesday, June 16
Noon to 1:00 p.m.
Virtual Event
Register: www CantonChamber.org

ystark! Tour de Patio

@ the Sangria Stand

Enjoy casual networking with fellow YPs at an innovative
wine bar and boutique in Downtown Massillon. The Sangria
Stand specializes in Sangria made from fresh, organic juices,
a yoga studio and Art parties.
You do not need to be a ystark! member to attend. This event
is intended for young professionals age 20-40.
Social distancing guidelines set by each establishment will
be followed.
Upcoming YP Meetup Tour de Patio dates: July 15 at Winking
Lizard (Fulton Rd.) and August 26 at The Piazza at Gervasi.
Thursday, June 10
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
39 Lincoln Way E
Massillon, OH 44646
Cost: FREE (cash bar)
Register: www.CantonChamber.org

tour
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YP Meetup Summer Edition:
Tour de Patios!
Thursday, June 10 from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sangria Stand • 39 Lincoln Way E • Massillon, OH 44646
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Get to know the younG professionals who will
shape the future of Canton/stark County! eaCh
month, we’ll introduCe you to a yp who is livinG
or workinG, but most importantly, thrivinG in
stark County!
name: Jeananne Wickham
occupation/title/place of work: Associate Attorney at
Tzangas Plakas Mannos Ltd.
age: 27
why are you interested in stark County’s young
professionals initiative?
I was part of the Spotlight Program during Spring 2020. While
more than half of our sessions were done virtually, I believe that
our group had a relationship with one another that was built
quickly. Getting to know other young professionals and learn
more about Stark County was beneficial both professionally
and personally.

what do you see as valuable opportunities for yps in
stark County when it comes to career opportunities,
cultural access, leadership or community involvement
opportunities?
I definitely think the Signature Program and Spotlight
Programs are amazing opportunities to develop leadership
and foster community involvement. There are also a number
of businesses that provide great opportunities for careers
and advancement. And the Arts District provides valuable
opportunities for cultural access.
what would attract more yps to stark County?
I think more areas to walk around with local shops would be a
great attraction for YPs.
what do you do in the evenings or on the weekends for fun
in stark County or ne ohio?
I like going to Gervasi or shopping at Belden Village Mall.
Could you see yourself spending your lifetime in stark
County and if not, what would cause you to leave?
I could definitely see myself spending my career in Stark
County.

what would you share to encourage other people to join?
That you shouldn’t be afraid or nervous to join or participate in
other Stark County events. It’s low pressure and people want to
get to know you. It’s also a great networking opportunity!
did you grow up in stark? if so, where? if not, where did you
move from and why?
No, I grew up in the Akron area. Although I don’t live in Stark,
I spend the majority of my days there while at work, but also
spending time (pre-COVID) at Stark County businesses.

Jeananne
wiCkham

why do you stay in stark County, from both a personal and
professional point of view?
In my time at Tzangas Plakas Mannos Ltd., I’ve come to learn
about how well-respected the firm is in the community and
how much everyone cares about Stark County. There’s so much
that Stark County has to offer and once it becomes safe to do
so, I want to continue exploring and learning about it, including
how to also give back to the community.
what do you like most about stark County?
It’s like a not-so-hidden gem. There are wineries like Gervasi,
the Pro Football Hall of Fame, and the Arts District. There’s no
shortage of interesting and fun things to do and see.
what would you change about stark County if you could?
I wouldn’t change anything about Stark County itself. Instead, I
would want to put Stark County at the forefront when people
think of places to go for fun.
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ArtsinStark Appoints

David Whitehill, President and CEO
The ArtsinStark Board of Directors has hired David Whitehill of
Asheville, N.C., as the organization’s next President and CEO.
Whitehill spent the last eight years as Executive Director of
the Asheville Symphony, one of the nation’s most progressive
orchestras among its peers and the largest employer of the
performing arts in the 17-county Western North Carolina
region. Before taking the position in Asheville, Whitehill led arts
organizations in Bangor, Maine, and Orange County, California. He
will begin the ArtsinStark position on February 1.
A 10-member search committee made up of ArtsinStark Board
members along with cultural and community leaders, made the
recommendation to hire Whitehill at a meeting earlier this month.
As President and CEO of ArtsinStark, Whitehill will serve as an arts
and culture leader for the region and is charged with using the
arts to create smarter kids, new jobs and healthier communities.
He will oversee the renovation of the Canton Cultural Center
for the Arts and the redevelopment of its 16-acre campus.
Whitehill will lead the Annual Arts Campaign that supports Stark
County’s seven largest arts groups and 900 small non-profits,
artists and schools. He will also collaborate with a variety of local
organizations including the Pro Football Hall of Fame, Canton
Regional Chamber of Commerce and Visit Canton to expand and
build programs and partnerships.
“Stark County is full of creative and energetic people who have
worked together to develop the greater Canton region into
a cultural hub, thanks in part to the leadership of a forwardthinking arts council,” Whitehill said. “ArtsinStark has made a
deep commitment to investing in the health and well-being of
the county’s greatest cultural assets – its makers and creators.
The world has changed, and the frameworks we draw upon must
change as well. A new window of opportunity is opening, and I
am excited to guide ArtsinStark at this time in its history.”

Whitehill is married and has an 8-year-old daughter.
Whitehill assumes the role of President and CEO from Robb
Hankins, who announced his departure in September 2020. “This
has been an amazing 15-year run,” says Hankins, “and my wife
Claudette and I are so grateful to the wonderful people of Canton
and Stark County, Ohio.” Among his accomplishments, Hankins
grew the Annual Arts Campaign from $900,000 to $1.7 million,
while taking it to goal for 15 years in a row. He also created the
Canton Arts District with First Fridays, established the SmArts
Program in the schools, promoted community development
through 2020 Vision, and led the way for the arts to be a driver
for local tourism. “I just wanted to show people how art and
creativity could make a real difference, not just in Canton, but all
across the county,” said Hankins. “It has been an honor to work in
such an amazing place and I know that great things are coming
in the future.”
about artsinstark
ArtsinStark uses the arts to create smarter kids, new jobs, and
healthier communities. It is the 50-year-old private, non-profit
organization that gives out grants, owns and manages the Cultural
Center, and runs the Annual Arts Campaign --- and much more
(Canton Arts District, First Fridays, SmArts Program, the Genius
Project, 20/20 Vision, the ELEVEN, and the Canton Music Block).
Its annual budget is $3 million. What it doesn’t earn, it raises each
spring through the Annual Arts Campaign. In 2020 ArtsinStark
raised $1.66 million for the Annual Arts Campaign to become the
only united arts fund drive in America to ever make goal for 15 years
in a row.

Whitehill, who was named one of Musical America’s Top 30
Professionals in the Performing Arts in 2019, began initiatives
including the Asheville Amadeus festival that celebrates
creativity within the region by bringing together more than 30
organizations and businesses in music, dance, food, beer, art,
theatre and more; developed education programs including
MusicWorks an afterschool program for underserved and
low-income elementary school students and The Beat Bach
Symphonies a virtual education songwriting and storytelling
program in response to Covid-19 school closures; and started the
widely acclaimed IDEASOUND recording initiative and audience
engagement project that works to dissolve barriers between
musical genres included a collaboration with Grammy Award
winners Steep Canyon Rangers and Boyz II Men.
He was a founding member of the Asheville Music Professionals
Board of Directors and served on the Buncombe County Schools
Arts Advisory Council, and the City of Asheville Civic Center
Commission. He has also served on the national board of the
League of American Orchestras.

david whitehill
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NEW MEMBERS

WELCOME to our newest members, who joined Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce in April. We encourage you
to patronize their businesses. If you know of other businesses that would beneﬁt from Chamber membership, please
contact Molly Romig, Director of Membership and Retention at (330) 833-4400.
We are there when life goes wrong to help
you get things back on track. Let’s talk about
your plans today.

advanced Caulking & restoration llC
(MASON CONTRACTORS)
Mandi Beesen, President
2004 Broadway Avenue, NE
East Canton, OH 44730
(330) 323-8120
ACROffice@neo.rr.com
www.advanced-cr.com
Masonry restoration and sealant company
specializing in tuck pointing, masonry
cleaning, restoration, water repellents,
caulking and balcony repair. We strive to
ensure competitive pricing while maintaining
the same standards and excellence of quality
in our work on time and on budget.

bear Carpet one floor & home
(FLOOR COVERINGS – RETAIL)
Keith Green, Outside Sales
759 Dover Road NE
Sugarcreek, OH 44681
(330) 696-2169 – (330) 852-3890
keith@bearﬂoorcovering.com
www.bearcarpetone.com
We offer all types of ﬂooring, including
carpet, hardwood, tile, laminate, vinyl
and commercial. We offer a no-pressure
experience with our team of ﬂooring experts.
Our pricing structures are simple, and we
offer lifetime installation warranties. Let’s
work together!
faith bolen, state farm agent
dba bolen insurance &
financial services, inc.
(INSURANCE)
Faith Bolen, President
2805 Fulton Dr. – Suite A
Canton, OH 44718
(330) 456-0116
Faith.bolen.mtxx@statefarm.com
www.insurewithfaith.com
All of your insurance needs under one roof:
Auto, Home, Property, Life, Health as well as
Banking Products, Annuities & Mutual Funds.
Combine your coverages for greater savings.
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CrJ sales
(FOOD SERVICES)
Steve Norch, CEO
1003 McKinley Ave. SW
Canton, OH 44707
(330) 418-8464
Steve.norch@crjsale.com
www.crjsale.com
Providing Juice Alive beverage machines to
meet the growing nutritional demands of
the school food industry. This is a healthy,
profitable option for both child nutrition
departments and the principal. 100% juice.
Can be served frozen. 25 ﬂavors.

Christ presbyterian Church
(CHURCHES)
Steve Andrews, Business Administrator
530 W. Tuscarawas St.
Canton, OH 44702
(330) 456-8113
cpcoffice@cantoncpc.org
www.cantoncpc.org
Whether you are a lifelong church-goer
or this is your first experience into a faith
community, we offer you a warm welcome.
We are steeped in the ancient traditions of
the earliest Christian communities infused
with twenty-first century energy and purpose.

integrity Crane services, ltd.
(CRANE SERVICES)
Kyle Wenger Sr., Owner
2100 Venture Circle, SE
Massillon, OH 44646
(330) 834-2000
integritycrane@yahoo.com
www.integritycrane.com
Raising Overhead Crane Maintenance to New
Expectations! Providing full-service overhead

crane and hoist service. We supply a complete
line of products to our industry and insure
you the best service and a safe workplace. We
provide new cranes and equipment, parts,
field services and inspections.

macy’s – belden village mall
(RETAIL STORES)
Robin Gehlmann
Senior Director/Store Manager
4300 Belden Village St.
Canton, OH 44718
Robin.gehlmann@macys.com
www.macys.com
Department store chain providing brandname clothing, accessories, beauty brands,
home furnishings and housewares. In-store
shopping; shipping available; curbside pickup
available.

pipes insurance service
(INSURANCE)
Rick Pipes, Vice President
442 West High Avenue
New Philadelphia, OH 44663
(330) 339-6413
rick@pipesins.com
www.pipesins.com
Pipes Insurance Service is a customer-service
driven insurance agency where the goal is
to provide the best possible experience to
all of our clients. We are an independent
insurance agency able to offer our clients a
large selection of products from a selection of
reliable, top-rated carriers.

powell electrical systems, inc.
(MANUFACTURERS)
Clint Beasley, North Canton Plant Manager
8967 Pleasantwood Ave. NW
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 966-1750
Clint.beasley@powellind.com
www.powellind.com

Offering engineering and manufacturing
solutions as well as MV switches and
switchgear to support the oil and gas,
transportation and utility industries. They
have always had a customer-first philosophy.
That core value has been demonstrated
throughout the last six decades. Delivering
custom-engineered solutions that are
exactly what the customer needed paved
the way for their success. Let them help solve
your next tough problem.

premier pharmacy
(PHARMACIES)
Joel Gause, Owner
4925 West Main Street
Berlin, OH 44610
j-gause@premierpharmacy.net
www.premierpharmacy.net
Premier Pharmacy is an independently
owned retail pharmacy specializing in
prescription sales, immunizations, and point
of care services. It also offers a full line of
Over the Counter and DME items as well.

republic state mortgage Company
(MORTGAGE SERVICES)
Ruth L. Long, Branch Manager
123 – 4th Street SW
New Philadelphia, OH 44663
(330) 339-4335
rll@rsmc.net
www.republicstatemortgage.com
Our goal is to deliver you the best home
lending options through an experience
that leaves you comforted and confident
about your decision. Your happiness is our

priority! Our experienced professionals will
help guide you through the process. Visit our
website for full details.

shark distributing llC
(WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS DISTRIBUTOR)
Robert Teston, President
2478 S. Arlington Road
Akron, OH 44319
(330) 644-5533
info@sharkdistributing.com
www.sharkdistributing.com
Wholesale electronics distributor. We
distribute CB+10 Meter Radios and
Accessories; Police and Fire Scanners and
12 Volt Mobile Electronics. We offer a wide
assortment of shipping options for all of your
needs. Quality electronics solutions that are
cost effective and efficient.

sun valley auto repair
(AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR & MAINTENANCE)
Carson Miller, Owner
2450 Township Road 406
Sugarcreek, OH 44681
(330) 473-7292
carson@sunvalleyautorepairllc.com
www.sunvalleyautorepairllc.com
Quality you can trust, at a fair price! We are
your top choice for diagnostics and repair,
brake repair and service, plus much more.
We service all makes and models. We offer
reliable, quality, expert automotive repair
and personal, friendly customer service.
Honesty - Integrity - Quality.

warther Cutlery
(CUTLERY)
Bryan Carlisle, President
924 N. Tuscarawas Ave.
Dover, OH 44683
(740) 299-1210
bryanc@warthers.com
www.warthercutlery.com

stark County t.a.s.C., inc.
(SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES)
David Wills, Executive Director
624 Market Avenue, North
Canton, OH 44702
(330) 479-1912
www.starktasc.org
Community service agency accepting
referrals from all phases of the criminal
justice system for both juveniles and
adults. We provide assessment and case
management to our consumers who
struggle with alcohol and drug abuse issues
and link with appropriate services.

Warther knives has been crafting cutlery
since 1902. From kitchen cutlery and counter
block sets to cutting board sets and outdoor
knives, Warther brings a superior and lasting
product while using quality American-made
materials. We ensure the highest quality and
a Warther Family Lifetime Guarantee.

Document
Concepts, Inc.
For All Your Printing Needs

For All Your Furniture Needs

KIM BECHERER

Account Manager

607A S. Main St.
North Canton, OH 44720
Cell: (330) 575-5685
kim.becherer@document-concepts.com

Everyday discounts for Chamber Members!
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THANK YOU

FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
MARCH & APRIL 2021
Onesto-Bliss Lofts
Stark County Educational Service Center
Rentwear, Inc.
Conley’s Service & Towing, LLC
Dollar Bank
Coaches Burger Bar
Henry B. Ball Jewelers
Ambit Energy Independent
Consultant Canton River Office
Gemini Industrial Machine Group
The Hearing Center/Division of
Ohio Head & Neck
HV Coil, LLC
Dowell Dental Group
Peaceful Enterprises, LLC
Urban Construction LLC
Smyth Retail Systems
Seifert Technologies Inc
Four Fifteen Group
AFD Industries, Inc.
National Beauty College
R. L. Spaulding Corporation
R&W Transport LLC
Advanced Physical Medicine & Rehab
Amherst Meadows Care Center
Area Wide Protective (AWP)
Ames Painting & More Inc.
Glenwood Care & Rehabilitation
Kral & Associates, LLC
Great Lakes Best One Tire
The K Company, Inc
Stark County Auto Dealers Assn
The Klingstedt Brothers Company
Little Chicago Clothing Co.
Heggy’s Nut Shop Inc.
Amore Services
Image Video Teleproductions/WIVM TV
Shattered Window Productions
Restoration 1 of Northeast OH
Keller Williams Legacy Group Realty –
Douglas Miller, SRES
Alliance & Salem Urology
RMI Cement, LLC
Brennan, Manna, & Diamond LLC
Ryan Homes
She Elevates, Inc.
SRT Sales and Service, LLC
Aunt Alyee’s Berd-House Deli & Catering
Kolp Real Estate
Perry Christian Church
Culp Myers Awning Company, LLC
McKinley Air, Inc.
Cutler Real Estate – Mike Boylan
Robert’s Embroidery & Screen Printing
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McDonald’s JN House Enterprises
Deibel Surveying
Dietrich Orthodontics – Joseph S.
Dietrich DMD LLC
Hartzler’s Quality Housing
Under Pressure Systems, LLC
CrossCountry Mortgage
Coutts Insurance, LLC
AP&P Development & Construction
Giordano’s Italian Restaurant
TA/Country Pride
State Farm Insurance - Mark Hufstetler
Valentine Photography
Dr. Ted Rath O.D.
Altercare of Nobles Pond
The Logistics Firm PMB 284
Oswald Companies
Alborn Excavating, LLC
Winkhart & Minor LLC and
Cornerstone Real Estate Title
Stark County Job and Family Services
Lincoln Business Coaching
DAVCO Corp.
Grinders Above & Beyond
U S Ecology Canton
MT Systems, Inc.
MCF Industries, Inc.
Hughes Kitchens and Baths
Alzheimer’s Association Greater East
Ohio Area Chapter
Jackson Professional Firefighters
Williams
Busy Beaver
Country Club Retirement Center
North Canton Repair Shop
Ohio Gratings
Shale Directories.com
Staley Technologies Inc
Stark County Auditor Alan Harold
The Timken Family, LLC
Stewart Painting & Electric
Synchrony
Carol Goff and Associates
Carroll Hills Industries
CPSstatements.com, Inc.
Certified Professional Restoration
Dominion Energy
Canton Charge
Garber Plumbing LTD
GSV Design Group
Cutler Real Estate – Ginger Kuhn
Miller Logging, Inc.
U S Casting Company
ALLCARD USA

Roricks Inc
Layman Law Group
Beaver Excavating Company
Hostetler Insurance Group
Millman Surveying Inc.
Stark Grease Service Inc.
Stark Radiation Oncology
ComDoc, Inc.
Republic Services – Countywide Landfill
Stark Education Partnership
North Canton Drain Service
R.L. Edwards Company
Buckeye Paper Company Inc.
Mt. Hope Auction
Ohio Prestwick County Club
H. Doyle Smith, Author
Stark County Farm Bureau
4 Cookie Divas
West Valentine Power Wash
R.D. Allison & Assoc Inc
JMT Cartage Inc
A Cut Above Tree Service
Tom Clevenger
American Family Insurance
Vitalant
Kimble Recycling & Disposal Inc.
Griffin Law LLC
Gary Bresson
The Budget
WNPQ 95.9 The Light
Kenan Advantage Group
Bear Creek Resort Ranch KOA
Daniel Yourkoski
Desert Inn
Davies Pharmacy
Sanctuary Grande Danbury Senior Living
Conrad’s Tire Express and Total Car Care
Linda Sigler, Realtor – Keller Williams
Legacy Group Realty
Excel ENT, Allergy and Hearing Solutions
Accurate Staffing
Children’s Physician’s, Inc.
Susan Schmidt – Keller Williams Legacy
Realty Group
Louise & Edward A. Mahoney III
We Care Counseling
Edward Jones – Andy Garlock
DiStefano Insurance Services, Inc.
Italo’s Pizza Shop Inc.
DeVille Developments
Brewster Parke
Richard A. Ballas
The Phillips Organization

Getting to know ...

OUR CANTON CHAMBER AMBASSADORS

IT IS THE MISSION OF THE AMBASSADOR COMMITTEE TO ACT AS LIASONS BETWEEN THE
CANTON REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND THE LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY
THROUGH OUR NEW AND EXISTING MEMBRS.
Janet Coon
A longtime resident of Stark County, graduate of Jackson High School and Malone University. I currently
work at Northeast Ohio Medical University (NEOMED). Prior to that I spent many years working for AultCare. I am
a member of the Aultman Women’s Board, Past President and Board member of National Sales and Marketing
Executives (NSME)/Akron/Canton. I am a past chair of the ambassador committee and a proud graduate of the
Leadership Stark County Signature Series 32nd Class. I live in Canton with my husband Greg and two daughters,
Madison and Mason who are attending Stark State College.
Associate Director, Government and External Affairs at Northeast Ohio Medical University

It started when I was at AultCare, I was asked to attend an event on their behalf as a chamber member and I enjoyed it
so much that I got involved on a committee and began volunteering for Enshrinement events and it snowballed to
where I was asked to serve as an Ambassador.

If I have to pick a favorite, it would be the people that I have met. I also have to say being honored as chamber
member of the year in 2016 was pretty awesome! So was graduating in the Signature Series 32nd (Better than you!)
class of Leadership Stark County.

You name it! As an ambassador, I feel that it is important to be well rounded in my support of the chamber, and also to
learn about the different things the chamber has to offer. I love attending yStark events (Luckily, I was granted honorary
membership for life.)

You get what you give. I believe that the more you participate and get involved in your chamber, the more value you
will receive from your membership. Some of my best contacts, my best professional growth, the best opportunities,
the best times and the best friends came as a result of being a member! There is something for everyone, even if you
just joined for the MEWA.

If you are interested in becoming an Chamber Ambassador
reach out to Ashley Winter at ashleyw@cantonchamber.org

BIZ Bitz
Country music superstar Brad Paisley and
legendary rock band Lynyrd Skynyrd will
co-headline the 2021 Concert for Legends
Presented by Ford at 8 p.m. ET Monday,
Aug. 9 in Tom Benson Hall of Fame Stadium.
The concert wraps up the 2021 Pro Football
Hall of Fame Enshrinement Week Powered
by Johnson Controls.
Tickets for the Concert for Legends
Presented by Ford will go on sale at 10 a.m.
ET Friday, May 7 and may be purchased at
www.ProFootballHOF.com/tickets. Prices
range from $75 to $285.
The Junior League of Stark County,
Ohio, Inc is accepting nominations for
the 74th annual Women of the Year
Awards luncheon event honoring women
for their outstanding contributions to
the community. Each year, two women
are recognized for Woman of the Year
Community and Woman of the Year
President’s awards. This is the seventyfourth year of honoring women for
their outstanding contributions to the
community.
Nominations may be submitted
electronically to http://jlstarkcounty.
org/woman-of-the-year-application/.
Nominations may include resumes, vitae,
letters of recommendation, newspaper
articles, list of activities. Previous winners
and elected officials are not eligible to be
nominated. Deadline for entry submission
is Sunday, May 30, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. To
learn more about the award go to http://
jlstarkcounty.org/news/woman-of-theyear/.

Scroggs has over 15 years of experience
achieved through numerous roles within
wealth management in addition to a
background in law. She most recently
served as Senior Vice President, Director of
Trust/Chief Trust Fiduciary Officer for the
Bank where she was responsible for leading
all associates of the Trust department while
maintaining the trust book and overseeing
the platforms of fiduciary duties on trust
accounts ensuring compliance and proper
documentation requirements. As Director
of Premier Wealth, Scroggs will oversee the
strategy development and execution for
the entire Wealth Management Division.
She will be responsible for the overall sales
and financial growth, new relationship
acquisition and overall profitability of the
division.
Marinas at Sippo Lake Park in Perry
Township and Walborn Reservoir in
Alliance are open daily for the season. Both
marinas offer bait, beverages and light
snacks for sale, as well as rental of stand up
paddleboards, kayaks, and canoes. Pedal
boats are available at Sippo Lake and motor
boats are available at Walborn Reservoir.
Life jackets (pfd) and paddles are provided.
No advance reservations are necessary,
rentals are first-come, first-served. Cash
and major credit cards are accepted.
Find rental rates and what to bring or leave
available at https://starkparks.com/boatrentals/

UB Advertising, a full-service advertising
agency in Canton, OH, is excited to
announce its newest team member,
Lauren Bolton! Lauren brings over 15
Premier Bank is pleased to announce the
years’ business administration experience
appointment of Jennifer Scroggs as Senior working in Germany in international
Vice President, Director of Premier Wealth.
marketing and the U.K. in customer
services and HR administration. She is also
a graduate of The Ohio State University
with a bachelor’s
degree in Business
Administration,
with a dual major
Making A Difference
in Marketing and
Transportation and
Call Sean For All Your
Logistics.

UB Advertising team and ensure their goal
of providing a better marketing experience
for clients through their continued growth.
Her addition to the UB Team brings
wonderfully unique business experience,
knowledge, and insight.
The Pro Football Hall of Fame announced
the formation of Hall of Fame Behavioral
Health, a program created to find
comprehensive solutions through a
network of mental and behavioral health
services designed specifically for current
and former athletes and their families.
With the support of numerous
ambassadors – among them Pro Football
Hall of Fame President & CEO David Baker;
Hall of Famers Ronnie Lott, Brian Dawkins,
Steve Atwater, Andre Reed and Tim Brown;
current players Adrian Peterson and Calais
Campbell; and other former NFL players
and health care advocates – Hall of Fame
Behavioral Health was founded with a
simple yet challenging mission: to make
mental health and the treatment of issues
surrounding athletes and those who care
for them destigmatized, accessible and
widespread.
“We have to end the stigma surrounding
mental health, and that includes athletes,”
Dawkins said. “It’s OK to ask for help and to
reach out if you are having issues. It’s OK
not to be OK. But it’s not OK to stay that
way – because our silence is killing us and
damaging our families.”
Additional Centers of Excellence, player
ambassadors and strategic partners
are expected to join the Hall of Fame
Behavioral Health network in coming
months.
For those needing financial assistance, Hall
of Fame Behavioral Health has partnered
with the HART Foundation to provide
grants and funding to ensure those who
need help can receive it – no matter their
economic situation.

TM

Commercial Lending Needs.

Sean Ulik

Business Banker

Cell: 330-224-3139
sean.ulik@consumers.bank
4026 Dressler Road NW
Canton, Ohio 44718

www.Consumers.Bank • Member FDIC • Equal Housing Lender
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Lauren will be
handling Operations,
including office and
project management.
She will support the

Have business news you’d like to share
via Biz Bitz? Send your news release to
Collyn Floyd, director of marketing, at
collynf@cantonchamber.org.

For every care in the community.
Mercy Medical Center is now a Cleveland Clinic hospital.

Together, we are committed to providing world class care in our community. In the coming months,
we look forward to creating the next generation of healthcare for you and your family.

CantonMercy.org

