
T H E  L E A D E R  I N  A L L  O F  U S :

A PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE

Inspiring

Thursday, May 19



8:30 - 9:00 Registration /Network

9:00 - 9:30 Intro/What is Your Why?  
  Stephanie Werren

9:30 - 10:30 Living our Values: Quit being Justa 
  Dr. Margaret DeLillo-Storey 

10:30 - 10:45 Break

10:45 - 11:45 BREAKOUT 1: It’s Weigh-In Time for Leaders: 
  Balancing Professional and Personal Life
  Dr. John Richard

10:45 - 11:45 BREAKOUT 2: Grow Into Greatness
  Cyrus Ausar 

11:45 - 12:15 LUNCH

12:15 - 1:00 Choose Your Path Activity:   
  Chair Yoga with Topaz Tolloti
  Sound Therapy with Suni Moon
  Network   

1:00 - 1:45 The Importance of Work Culture - Panel Discussion
  Moderated by Kelly Piero, Director of Marketing 
  and Communications, CRCC
  Keith Arner, Hall Kistler 
  Darla Brown, The Karcher Group  
  Sam Falletta, Incept  
  Doug Pugh, Chick-fi l-A 

1:45 - 2:00 BREAK

2:00 - 2:30 Why DEI Matters 
  Dr. Constance Peek-Longmire

2:30 - 2:45 Do You Know Your Why Now?  
  Stephanie Werren 

Agenda



At KAG, we’re driven to make
a difference in the lives of those 
in our communities.

That’s why we proudly support 
the mission of Leadership Stark 
County as they develop engaged 
leaders committed to positively 
impacting our region.

www.thekag.com

DRIVEN TO
MAKE A
DIFFERENCE.

2000 Beaver Pl Ave SW
Canton, OH 44706

(330) 478-2151
www.beaverexcavating.com

http://www.beaverexcavating.com
http://www.thekag.com
http://www.childandadolescent.org
mailto:recruiting@childandadolescent.org


Dr. Margaret DeLillo-Storey is a Licensed Clinical Counselor/Su-
pervisor currently working in the Perry Local School System in Stark 
County, Ohio. She is a Contributing Faculty Member at Walden 
University in the Counseling and Behavioral Science Program. 
Dr. D (as she is referred to) is a contracted with the Stark County 
Educational Service Center working in the area of Trauma, 
Resiliency, and Education Collaboration.  She is a Certified Dare 
to Lead Facilitator who trained with Dr. Brene Brown 2019.  She 
conducts workshops and trainings that enhance strong leaders to 
improve climate and culture to foster growth and productivity.

Dr. D is a Certified Trauma and Resiliency Trainer and Coach. She works with numerous school 
systems, hospitals and community entities.    In 2003, she was recognized as Trauma Therapist 
of the Year by The Trauma and Loss Institute

Margaret is a retired United States Army Officer and Combat War Veteran, having served 
in Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm. During her 22 years with the Army, 
she held leadership positions in Plans, Operations and Communications, Security, Ethics and 
Morality, Morale Welfare and Support Officer, Education and Training Administration, and 
was retired out of the field of Logistics. She has won numerous awards and commendations 
for her work in both military and civilian sectors.

Margaret was inducted into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame in 2011 and was the first woman 
from Stark County, as well as the youngest inductee.

She is a National Speaker in the area of Trauma, Resiliency, Leadership, Culture and 
Motivation. Margaret has presented to thousands of people and each talk is infused with 
plenty of life, laughter, leadership and lots of Brené Brown references.

She is a published author and researcher and has been on the Radio and TV and ABOUT 
Magazine discussing various topics in the community.

She volunteers with numerous organizations to include her church (St. Michaels), The SAM 
Center, The Chamber of Commerce and is currently serving as the Vice President of the 
Stark County Italian American Festival.  She is a Member of Perry Township Rotary and the 
American Legion Post 221.  Margaret also serves as a group Leader for WoVen (women 
veterans network) here in Stark County.

Margaret resides in Stark County, Ohio with her husband, Duane. They have two grown 
children, Nick and Courtney, and a host of extended family, both biological and those 
acquired as friends and became family.

Dr. Margaret DeLillo-Storey
Trauma & Resiliency Therapist, Educator, and Trainer; 
Certified Dare to Lead™ Facilitator



reloadable temporary

COMING SOON!

http://hallkistler.com
http://www.inceptresults.com
https://www.sartaonline.com


Dr. John Richard
President of Stark Education Partnership and
Expert in Developing Leadership Skills

John Richard became president of the Stark Education Partner-
ship in 2021. Prior to that, he served as Deputy State Superin-
tendent at the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) for five 
years, previously serving as a senior executive director and 
associate superintendent for the ODE. He was the Associate 
Executive Director for Ohio’s Association for Secondary School 
Administrators overseeing professional development of school 
principals across Ohio, and served as Superintendent of Perry 
Local Schools from 2005 until 2013. He also has been a part-
time instructor at the University of Akron in the principal licensure 
program.

As a long-time education leader, Dr. Richard is passionate about quality education lead-
ership, and how best to prepare students for their next step beyond high school, and is an 
experienced speaker and facilitator among diverse groups. He has a bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Mount Union, a master ’s degree from Cleveland State University, and 
earned his doctorate at the University of Akron. As a native of Stark County, he considers it 
an honor to serve the community where he grew up!

http://starkstate.edu


Cyrus Ausar
Depression and Suicide Prevention Expert

Once upon a time, a young boy named Cyrus Ausar went on a 
journey to find “Cyrus.” He found pieces of himself while mentor-
ing kids at the Boys and Girls Club but felt empty because he 
was still a child himself.   At the tender age of thirteen, Cyrus 
kick-started his self-understanding journey by becoming a par-
ent to his younger brother. He had no choice but to accept 
this role, as his parents had taken a lengthy hiatus from being 
King and Queen of the household. His older brothers also 
departed on their journeys, leaving young Cyrus behind to 
learn through trial and error.  This path proved to be a dan-
gerous one. Drug addicts, alcoholics, corrupt police officers, 

and murderers became the sources of daily fights—fights Cyrus would eventually learn to 
win through the use of his mind. He realized these “outcasts” were good people who had 
strayed from their paths.  During all the turmoil, Cyrus managed to find himself. He realized 
his destiny was to help others understand the greatness that lies within them. Cyrus found 
purpose in showing youths a progressive and productive way—and to those who have 
strayed, a way back.  Twenty-two years later, Cyrus had grown up to be a Depression 
and Suicide Prevention, Expert. To date, he has raised over six-million dollars for non-profit 
organizations. He is the youngest recipient of the United Way’s Emerging Philanthropy 
Award and the Daymond Mumford Humanitarian Award, selected through his peers’ votes. 
He’s authored three books, two workbooks, received numerous public speaking awards, 
and has inspired thousands of youth worldwide through social media. In honor of his 
mental health awareness efforts, Cyrus was presented his own holiday by city officials in 
his hometown of Massillon, Ohio. Cyrus also opened a award winning mental health cafe 
“Greatness Cafe” in 2021.

Cyrus now lives and inspires people to “Grow Into Greatness,” which means we should try 
our best to be better than yesterday and apply that mentality every day!

“Having direction is 
more important than
how fast you move.”

– Cyrus Ausar



Keith Arner CPA, CVA
Partner at Hall, Kistler & Company

Keith joined Hall, Kistler & Company in 2002 as a supervisor. In 
2006, he was promoted to partner and was named managing 
partner in 2022. Keith has provided audit, tax, and accounting 
services for over 30 years. In addition, he also leads the firm’s oil 
and gas niche and is a Certified Valuation Analyst (CVA). 

In the community, Keith has been recognized for his contribu-
tions by Stark County’s young professional group ystark! and 
was selected for Stark County’s Twenty Under 40. In addition to 
serving on the board of TomTod Ideas and being treasurer of 
the Little Leopards youth football program, Keith is also a mem-

ber of the Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce and Alliance Chamber of Commerce.
Keith’s professional affiliations include the Ohio Oil and Gas Association (OOGA), the 
Southern Ohio Oil and Gas Association (SOOGA), the National Association of Certified 
Valuation Analysts (NACVA), the Ohio Society of Certified Public Accountants (OSCPA), 
and the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA). Keith earned his 
Bachelor of Science in Accounting from the University of Akron.

Darla Brown
Vice President of Digital Services 
at The Karcher Group

Darla Brown is the Vice President of Digital Services at The 
Karcher Group. She’s been there for nearly 9 years in growing 
capacities. She graduated from Bowling Green State University 
with a major in Journalism. Prior to TKG, she worked in the news-
paper and magazine industry. She is married to Scott Brown 
and has three children, Alex (20), Zach (18) and Maya (15).



Read or do activities to 
earn prizes—for all ages!

Sign up at 
StarkLibrary.org/Waves

Proud of who 
we are,
the products 
we provide,
the people 
we employ,
and the 
communities
where we 
operate.Fueling the community since 1931.

Thanks to the
WASHINGTON SQUARE 

Starbucks for
KICKINg OFF our day!

http://marathon.com
http://starklibrary.org/waves
http://starbucks.com


Sam Falletta
CEO at Incept

Sam Falletta is the CEO of Incept, where he has been respon-
sible for the development and execution of successful customer 
acquisition and retention strategies for some of the largest 
brands in the world including Microsoft, Ford, Honda, and the 
American Red Cross. Under Sam’s leadership, Incept has grown 
consistently over the last decade and has been recognized as 
one of the top workplaces in NE Ohio by Workplace Dynamics 
several times.

In addition to his work at Incept, Sam is active in the community 
as the founder of TEDxAkron and a board member of several 

local and national nonprofit organizations.  He is an active speaker on the topics of cus-
tomer experience and employee engagement.

Sam has also been recognized as a recipient of Smart Business’s Smart 50 Award, The 
University of Akron’s Frank L. Simonetti Distinguished Business Alumni Award, named to the 
2017 Northeast Ohio ‘Who To Watch’ list by Smart Business Magazine, the Professional 
Association of Customer Engagement’s Spirit of Philanthropy and CXE Community Impact 
Award, Workplace Dynamics Top CEO of a Mid-sized Company, and the Smart Business 
Spirit of Entrepreneurship Awards, along with several growth awards for Incept.

Sam loves to travel internationally, attend sporting events and concerts, and spend time 
with his wife and two children at their home in Akron, Ohio.

Doug Pugh
Owner/Operator of Chick-fil-A

Louisville high school graduate 
Cedarville University graduate with Accounting degree 
Masters degree from Franklin University in 
  Business Administration

Adjunct Professor-Stark State 
Chick-fil-A franchise owner since 1987-35 Years 
Currently one franchise only-
  Belden Village Mall location only. 
Chick-fil-A consultant for Cedar Point and            
  Northern Ohio market



Dr. Constance Peek-Longmire
Diversity/Race Relations Presenter, Author, Executive Coach, 
Professor at University of Akron, & Motivational Speaker

Constance J. Longmire is the founder of Peek Institute Professional 
Development, Living with Purpose not for profit organization, and 
Grace International Bible College.  She is also host of the cable 
talk show Intentional Living. Her career expansion includes serving 
as VP of Customer Service, Human Resource Manager, College 
Instructor, Executive Coach, Diversity and Equity consultant.  She 
attended Akron University and received her Doctorate Degree 
from Grace and Truth Seminary in Indiana.  

As Instructor at Kent State University, Dr. Longmire received the 
distinguish President’s Excellence Award which honors those who 

are making a difference on campus.  She is a graduate of Kent State University “Leadership 
Institute for Excellence” a 10 month extensive and accelerated leadership program. 
The “Diversity Trail Blazer Award” was giving to her campus because of her outstanding 
work in the area of Diversity and Community Involvement.  

Dr. Longmire is a consultant in the area Diversity and Race Relations, High Touch Customer 
Service and Healthy Conflict. She works with municipalities, businesses, and churches.

She is also an Executive Coach, helping professional men and women make healthy career 
and life enhancements.

Her non-profit, Living with Purpose  provides toys for children through Toys for Tots, 
Thanksgiving baskets with food to feed a family of 8-10 people, holiday gift cards 
giveaway and school supplies.  Each year she gives a deserving student a scholarship 
from the Harvey and Mamie Peek (her parents) college scholarship fund.

She has served on several panels for educational reform, such as the Educational Panel 
for the Cleveland Metropolitan School District with Dr. Bernice King (daughter of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.) and other renowned educators.  

She’s a requested Keynote Speaker her clients include, Chase Bank, YMCA, University 
Hospital, Government Municipalities, Cleveland RTA and many more.

Dr. Longmire is the author of 2 books, I Miss Talking to You and Mindful Living. She is married 
and have two children K. Matthew and Kaylyn Joy. 



T H A N K S  TO  O U R  S P O N S O R S

https://www.marathonpetroleum.com/
http://thekag.com
http://starkstate.edu
http://mcdonalds.com
https://www.sartaonline.com
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