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It’s been six weeks since President Joe Biden’s
videoconference with Russian leader Vladimir Putin
over the crisis in Ukraine. Since then, Putin’s saber-
rattling has only gotten louder.

The Kremlin has been moving troops and military
equipment into Belarus, a faithful Moscow ally that
borders Ukraine on the north. Moscow also has been
reportedly emptying out its embassy in the Ukrainian
capital, Kyiv – a move perhaps meant to intimidate,
perhaps meant to ready for a full-scale invasion. Uk-
rainian authorities fear Russian hackers have planted
destructive malware in the country’s computer net-
works, and are waiting for the go-ahead to activate.

And ominously, Russian officials have hinted about
shifting nuclear weapons to locations not far from the
U.S. coastline – a prospect unnervingly reminiscent of
the 1962 Cuban missile crisis. “I don’t want to confirm
anything or rule anything out,” Sergei Ryabkov, a Rus-
sian deputy foreign minister, answered when asked in
Geneva whether the Kremlin was thinking about de-
ploying military infrastructure in Cuba or Venezuela.

Putin is a master at signal-sending to accumulate
leverage, so at this stage it’s impossible to discern
whether Moscow’s latest provocations are chess
moves or actual foundation stones for an eventual in-
vasion of Ukraine. Nevertheless, Putin’s mission
hasn’t wavered. He wants Biden to acquiesce to the
Kremlin’s demands that Ukraine never be allowed to
join NATO, and that the alliance end all security coop-
eration with Kyiv. The Russian leader also wants all
American nuclear weapons removed from Europe,
and an assurance that Western troops will no longer
be deployed in NATO countries that once were War-
saw Pact states.

The Kremlin’s hand-wringing about NATO is hardly
new. For years, Putin has railed against NATO’s pres-
ence in Eastern Europe. Especially galling to him were
the so-called color revolutions in Georgia in 2003 and
Ukraine in 2004 that elevated West-allied leaders
who saw eventual NATO membership as key to their
countries’ trajectories.

Since then, those countries have made little head-
way in bringing their NATO aspirations to fruition.
And in the years that followed the popular uprisings in
Tbilisi and Kyiv, NATO was far more preoccupied with
the all-consuming battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan
than it was with Kremlin chicanery.

NATO, however, has come full circle. It came into
existence after World War II as a firewall against Sovi-
et aggression. The threat from America’s Cold War su-
perpower rival was real. It’s real again, though if Putin
is looking for reasons why Russians should view
NATO as their principal enemy, he should look in the
mirror.

In 2008 he sent Russian troops into West-allied
Georgia, effectively commandeering two Georgian
provinces that, to this day, are Russian satellite re-
gions. During the civil war in Syria, Putin took advan-
tage of President Barack Obama’s waffling over how to
deal with Bashar al-Assad and injected Russia into the
campaign as the primary enabler of the barbaric Syri-
an dictator. Then in 2014, Russian troops forcibly an-
nexed Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula and engineered a
separatist conflict in eastern Ukraine that has led to
more than 13,000 deaths and a war that endures to
this day. In 2016 he took direct aim at America with a
meticulously crafted campaign to interfere in the
presidential election.

Putin’s actions over the years have forced NATO to
once again regard Russia as an existential threat. It’s
why the U.S. and its Western allies must show far
more resolve against Putin than they did when he
stole Crimea from Ukraine. What form that resolve
takes remains to be seen, though harsh sanctions
such as cutting off Russia from the global financial
system, along with fully arming the Ukrainian
insurgency that would follow any invasion, should be
part of the arsenal.

Biden should also reconsider his reluctance to im-
pose sanctions on Russia’s coveted Nord Stream 2
pipeline to bring natural gas to Germany. For the
Kremlin, the project isn’t just an economic boon – it
represents another key energy tool that it can use as
political leverage against Europe. Germany sees Nord
Stream as vital to its economy, but top German leaders
now say shutting down Nord Stream should be on the
table if Russia invades Ukraine.

Biden and Democrats in Congress were able to help
defeat Republican legislation in the Senate that would
have slapped sanctions on Nord Stream 2. Germany’s
warming to the idea of Nord Stream sanctions, and the
Biden administration should follow suit.
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Kremlin’s
menace grows
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West respond?

ANOTHER VIEW

The Conference Board C-Suite Outlook 2022 glob-
al survey of 917 CEOs concludes that labor shortages
are the third biggest external factor that will have the
greatest impact on their business this year.

Some CEOs are working on retention of current
employees by watching employee-sentiment survey
results. Others are attempting to create more stabil-
ity for employees, like investing in providing more af-
fordable housing. Others are investing in automa-
tion, which with the sales growth automation allows
still results in more job growth overall, including the
higher-paying jobs in technology.

Edd Pritchard’s article in the Sunday Canton Re-
pository about the labor shortage here in Stark Coun-
ty is no surprise to our manufacturing CEOs. Most
Stark County manufacturers are experiencing the
same severe labor shortage referenced in the Confer-
ence Board survey and Edd’s article.

The labor shortage is limiting their sales growth.
In manufacturing companies across Stark County, it
doesn’t matter what the sales team can sell — it mat-
ters more what the manufacturing team can make
and ship.

The Stark County Manufacturing Workforce De-
velopment Partnership has brought together more
than 40 local manufacturers, schools, nonprofits and
intermediaries to focus on growing the labor pool in
Stark County and on training incumbent workers to
make room for entry-level workers.

Manufacturers stealing employees from each oth-
er isn’t going to solve our labor shortage. We need to
get more people interested in manufacturing careers,
whether they be students or job switchers. We also
need to keep more of our high school and college
graduates in Stark County.

The underlying causes of the labor shortage are
many. Some causes include the COVID pandemic led
some baby boomers and workers with underlying
health conditions to retire early out of a concern for
their health. Some parents of young children
dropped out because schools were closed, and they
didn’t have backup childcare. The very contagious
delta and omicron variants also resulted in children

being exposed which caused additional missed school
days which made parents miss work — all unpredict-
able.

Federal grant money is available to pursue pro-
grams that help solve the labor shortage. The Partner-
ship is looking for Stark County manufacturers to join
forces and commit to participate in the Good Jobs
Challenge.

The U.S. Economic Development Administration’s
American Rescue Plan Good Jobs Challenge aims to
get Americans back to work by building and strength-
ening systems and partnerships that bring together
employers who have hiring needs with other key enti-
ties to train workers with in-demand skills that lead to
good-paying jobs.

Through the Good Jobs Challenge, EDA is allocating
$500 million to collaborative skills training systems
and programs. Why not bring some of this federal
money back to Stark County?

The Partnership needs interested Stark County
manufacturers to provide a commitment letter to sup-
port our grant application. The commitment letter
asks:

h In the next five years, what total hiring demand do
you anticipate resulting from a mix of growth, normal
turnover and retirements?

h What are the most important occupations in this
mix?

h And finally, if economic conditions remain un-
changed, will you commit to collaborating with the
Partnership to source these hires in the years to come?

Any grant money received by the Partnership will
be used for many purposes, including to:

h Recruit workers to manufacturing positions.
h Address barriers to people working, like child-

care, transportation or housing.
h Provide training whether it be soft skills like the

importance of getting to work on time or specific job
skills like operation of CNC machines.

I encourage all interested manufacturers to contact
Barbara Bennett at the Canton Regional Chamber of
Commerce for more information. Letters of support
must be to her by Jan. 26: Barbara H Bennett, PE, PS,
LEED-AP, Vice President of Education/Workforce,
Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce, 222 Market
Ave. N, Canton, OH 44702; 330.458.2059; or
barbb@cantonchamber.org.

James T. Batchelder is president of the Stark County
Manufacturing Workforce Development Partnership
and president of The M.K. Morse Company in Canton.

Attention Stark County manufacturers:
Opportunity is knocking

Your turn
James T. Batchelder

Republicans should reject 
Gibbs in upcoming primary

After the 2020 presidential election, Donald
Trump and his cronies filed and lost well over 50 law-
suits contesting vote counting and the vote certifica-
tion process in multiple states.

In a last-ditch effort, on Dec. 10, 2020, Texas At-
torney General Ken Paxton filed a lawsuit with the
Supreme Court to invalidate the electoral votes from
four states. In a remarkable move, well over 125
House Republicans signed a "friend of the court ''
brief supporting the lawsuit.

The Supreme Court’s answer basically said "Texas
[and joining legislatures] has no authority to tell oth-
er states how to run their elections," according to
Jonathan Karl's book "Betrayal."

Before the 50 lawsuits, Attorney General William
Barr declared on Dec. 1, 2020, the U.S. Justice De-
partment had uncovered no evidence of widespread
voter fraud that could change the outcome of the

2020 election.
This then begs an answer from Congressman Bob

Gibbs as to why he joined the Texas "friend of the
court'' brief.

Oh, I am sure Mr. Gibbs can come up with some fan-
ciful answer, but most likely, it was due to receiving an
email from Congressman Mike Johnson that said,
Trump "said he will be anxiously awaiting the final list
to review," according to Karl's book, and made clear
"Trump was keeping score and taking names."

This fear of Trump explains why on Jan. 4, 2021,
Gibbs wrote, "I do not believe the allegations of fraud
and improprieties have gotten their day in court ...
[and] I will be objecting to the certification of the Elec-
toral College for certain states on January 6th."

Gibbs' fear of Trump is proof he has become oblivi-
ous to the needs and desires of his constituency and
should be rejected by Republican voters in the upcom-
ing primary election.

— David B. McCoy, Massillon
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“Truth shall be his guide, the publick good his aim...well-informed men, of all

parties, are invited to make it a Repository of their sentiments.”
John Saxton, founder of The Repository, from Vol. 1, No. 1, March 30, 1815


