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Vintage Canton

B O AS TS F I NE

WI N E , FOOD AN D FUN DOWN T OW N!

The Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce is set to host our
annual Vintage Canton event on Thursday, September 16th,
from 4:30 to 9:30 p.m. along Central Plaza North in downtown
Canton.
Vintage Canton is a sophisticated downtown gathering, offering
center city charm alongside live music, vibrant art vendors and, of
course, quality local wine and wine from around the world. This
year Vintage Canton will continue to bring the very best wines,
quality craft beers, and gourmet food.
Wine Vendors
This year’s Vintage Canton gathering will feature some of the
finest quality wines from area wine vendors and abroad, including
(to date), Baltic Mill Winery, Bottle to Glass / Grapes in a Glass,
Easley Winery, Gervasi Vineyard, L.A. Dick Imports, Nauti
Vine Winery, Swiss Heritage Winery and Superior Beverage
Group. Craft beers will be provided in the Beer Garden by
Canton Brewing Company.
Gourmet Food
Guests will also be able to enjoy small tasting plates for a
nominal charge from downtown restaurants and Stark County
favorites, including Fromage du Monde, Bender’s Tavern,
Canton Brewing, Lucca, Basil, Chocolates by Erin, and
Scratch Steakhouse and Lounge

Ticket Info
Tickets for Vintage Canton are $30 if purchased prior to 5 p.m. on
September 15th, and $40 after that time and at the door. Special
group-rate pricing is available for groups of 20 at $25 per ticket.
Lower-priced, wine-free spectator tickets are available for $10.
Tickets can be purchased at CantonChamber.org, and the Canton
Regional Chamber offices (222 Market Ave. N in downtown
Canton).
The ticket price includes eight wine tastings or craft beer samples,
a variety of breads and cheeses courtesy of Norcia Bakery and
Biery Cheese and a collectible souvenir wine glass.
The event will be held rain or shine. For details about Vintage
Canton, visit www.cantonchamber.org/vintage-canton-2021
If you are interested in becoming a Wine Vendor, Food Vendor
or Artist, please contact Megan Stangelo, Event Manager at
megans@cantonchamber.org.
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OUR MISSION: To lead the region in business and community development through collaboration and innovation.
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BEING

WELL
Personalized plans for the best you.

When selecting a Medicare Advantage Plan, you deserve the best.
PrimeTime Health Plan is rated the best Medicare Advantage Plan
in Ohio by U.S. News and World Report. Our plans are
designed with your well-being in mind, which is why you are sure
to find a plan to fit your lifestyle.
330-363-7407 (TTY: 711) | pthp.com | 2600 Sixth St. SW, Canton

’S

For more information, please contact PrimeTime Health Plan at 1-800-577-5084 or TTY users can call 711, Monday-Friday from
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (October 1 – March 31, we are available 7 days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.), or visit www.pthp.
com. PrimeTime Health Plan is an HMO-POS plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in PrimeTime Health Plan depends
on contract renewal.
H3664_Sept21_M
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Utica Green Conference
Why Utica Green?
Energy companies active in Utica Shale
natural gas production are focused on
and committed to being good corporate
citizens, effective environmental stewards
and value creators for all stakeholders,
especially Ohio communities.
At every aspect of the energy production
cycle, Utica Shale companies – exploration & production, midstream, oilfield
service companies and the countless
other companies across the supply chain
– place the highest value on operational
excellence aimed at ensuring safety and
environmental protection.

form to exchange ideas, discuss
pioneering breakthroughs and share
perspectives about the broader energy
and Environment, Social, Governance
(ESG) landscape.
This event can be attended virtually or
in-person. We are committed to provide a
safe conference environment in conjunction with the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

UTI A

GREEN
CONFERENCE

PRODUCED BY

The industry has a central role to play in
the ongoing energy transition and takes
action every day to promote a healthier,
cleaner and more sustainable environment and economy for our region.

Utica Green Conference

Conference Objective

The Nash Family Event & Conference

The conference’s principal goal is to
facilitate and drive dialogue with important stakeholders centered on the natural
gas industry’s long and clear record of
environmental stewardship as well as its
enhanced sustainability efforts.

Tuesday, October 12
7:15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Center at the Pro Football HOF
2121 George Halas Dr NW
Canton, OH 44708
Register www.CantonChamber.org
(continued on next page) ...

Through showcasing new innovative
technologies as well as industry-leading
best practices, conference participants
and other stakeholders with have a plat-
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ACTION NEWSLETTER is published monthly for
the members of the Canton Regional
Chamber of Commerce. The subscription
cost is $25 per year and is included in the
price of membership.

Celebrating 90 Years!

Reader questions and comments are
welcome and encouraged. Contents may
be reprinted with credit. Address all
inquiries to:
Editor, Action
Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce
222 Market Ave. N
Canton, Ohio 44702
or call (330) 456.7253, or e-mail
news@cantonchamber.org
Advertising rates are available
for Chamber members.
Advertisement does not
constitute endorsement by the
Canton Regional Chamber of
Commerce.
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Business Advisors and Certified Public Accountants
Canton | 330.966.9400

maloneynovotny.com

Utica Green Conference ... (CO N TI N U E D)
SPEAKERS TO DATE:
HARDY
MURCHISON PRESIDENT &
CEO, ENCINO
ENERGY
Hardy Murchison
is the co-founder,
President, Chief
Executive Officer, and Director of Encino
Energy. Founded in 2011 and headquartered in Houston, Texas, Encino is a private onshore US oil and gas acquisition,
exploration, and production company.
Encino Energy manages Encino Acquisition Partners (EAP), a multi-billion-dollar
acquisition partnership between Encino
and Canada Public Pension Investment
Board. Formed in 2017, EAP takes a longterm approach to acquiring and developing high-quality assets onshore in the
lower 48 United States. EAP targets large
properties with well-established production and a large, low-cost development
inventory. EAP closed its first acquisition
in 2018 with the $2 billion purchase of
Chesapeake Energy’s Ohio Utica assets.
TONY BARBERA CO-OWNER AND
CEO, BARBCO
Tony Barbera has
been with Barbco
since the beginning in 1989. He
has mastered all
aspects of the
fabrication of the AMB product lines
and related tooling. This includes CNC
machining, plasma burning, general
machining, fit and weld fabrication, paint,
hydraulic and electrical assembly. Barbera
has experience with international and
domestic sales, as well as leading the
Barbco Engineering team.
Tony is involved in the commissioning
and consulting on all Barbco manufactured Auger Boring, Guided Auger Boring,
Boring Machine Tunnel Attachments,
Horizontal Directional Drill, FlexBor, TriBor
equipment, as well as with, domestic and
international sales and rentals. Tony holds
numerous domestic and international
patents. The latest two have been conferred on November 5, 2019 and January
7, 2020. Four more international and one
more domestic inventions are well along
in the patenting process.
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Tony has professional organization memberships with: North American Society for
Trenchless Technology (NASTT), National Utility Contractor Association of Ohio (NUCA),
Association of Equipment Manufactures (AEM) and member of the Microtunneling Short
Course and is a speaker for the organization. In addition, he is on the advisory board for
the Barbera Education, Research & Training (BERT) Facility at the Trenchless Technology
Center on the campus of Louisiana Tech University in Rushton, Louisiana.
CRAIG BUTLER - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/SECRETARY, MUSKINGUM WATERSHED CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
Craig Butler began serving as the Executive Director/Secretary for
the MWCD on May 1, 2020. Prior to taking on this new role, Butler
was the Executive Director of the Power Siting Board for the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio. In 2014, Governor John Kasich,
appointed Butler as Director of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), a position he held until 2019. Prior to serving as
the Director of the EPA, Butler served as the Assistant Policy Director for Energy, Agriculture and the Environment in Governor Kasich’s administration. Prior to his service in the
Kasich Administration, Butler served in various positions in the Ohio EPA and is regarded
as an innovator and national leader in balancing environmental protection, conservation,
public health and economic development issues. Butler holds a Bachelor of Arts in Geography and Environmental Studies from Mansfield University in Pennsylvania and a Master
of Science in Environmental Studies from Ohio University.
BRYAN HUM - PRESIDENT AND OWNER, GREEN VALLEY SEED
Bryan Hum is the President and Owner of Green Valley Seed.
Bryan started working for Green Valley Seed in 1995. As an avid
outdoorsman as well as being in the green industry, Bryan has
studied wildlife habitat and different land management practices
and helped the oil and gas industry to be great stewards of the
land.
Founded in 1966, Green Valley Seed has grown to become a leading wholesale seed
and environmental supplier. Green Valley Seed sells all products that are necessary for
revegetation and erosion control. Green Valley Seed has supplied products for well pads,
compressor stations and pipelines throughout Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and
Michigan.
JOE BARONE - PRESIDENT, SHALE DIRECTORIES
Barone is president of Shale Directories, the “yellow pages for the
oil and gas industry” connecting local businesses with oil and
gas operators, their employees and families. Barone has attended
over 40 oil and gas expos in the last five years and spoke before
the Marcellus Shale Commission. He guest hosted “The Marcellus
Shale and You” radio show on KDKA News radio, and is currently a
regular on the radio show, “All Energy Now.”

SPONSORED BY:
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Thursday, September 23 • 5 to 7 pm
at Hall, Kistler & Company LLP

4505 Stephen Circle NW
Suite 202, Canton 44718
Join us at Hall Kistler - celebrating their 80th Anniversary! Food and drinks
will be provided. It is $5 for members and $15 for non-members.

Register: www.CantonChamber.org

Grow Your Network - Meet New Contacts - Be Inspired

AultCare QuickConnect
Join us at the AultCare
QuickConnect Luncheon on
Wednesday, September 15!

Outside of work, Akil likes training horses, working out, traveling and playing golf.

Featured Entree: Sausage &
Peppers with Penne Pasta and
Dinner Salad or Chicken Chef

The luncheon will feature Akil
Blount, former NFL Athlete,
Speaker and Entrepreneur. Akil
will talk about his Journey to
Canton:

ABOUT THE LUNCHEON:
Quick Connect attendees have
the opportunity to obtain
business leads through enjoyable networking activities at an
event that has built a reputation as one of the most energetic lead producing sessions
in Stark County. You’ll hear
compelling speakers, meet new
business contacts and enjoy a
delicious lunch. As a member,
if you bring a door prize valued
at $15 or more, you’ll even star
in your very own 30 second
commercial to promote your
business!

Wednesday, September 15
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
(Registration at 11:00 am)
La Pizzaria
3656 Dressler Rd
Canton, OH 44718
$20/members,
$30/non-members
Register by September 8 at
www.CantonChamber.org

• Growing Up in a Hall of
Fame household
• Past to Present
• Gridiron lessons for the
work place
Akil works for the Pro Football
Hall of Fame as the Corporate
Outreach Sales & Black College
Football Hall of Fame Manager. He is deeply involved in
enshrinement events, the HBCU
game weekend and exhibit
development.

AultCare QuickConnect
attendees can obtain business
leads through enjoyable
networking activities, hear a
compelling speaker, meet new
business contacts and enjoy a
delicious meal.

Akil Blount

Canton Regional Chamber has partnered with
Sedgwick to help you lower your Ohio workers’
compensation premium.
Ready to learn how much you can save?
Complete our online evaluation form at:
sedgwick.com/ac3/canton
Taking care of people is at the heart
of everything we do. At Sedgwick,
caring counts.®
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Black College Football Hall of Fame Classic
Looking for a great event to enhance
your Labor Day weekend? The Pro
Football Hall of Fame is hosting the
2nd Annual Black College Football
Hall of Fame Classic from September
3-5, 2021. This year’s game featuring
Grambling State University versus
Tennessee State University will be played
at Tom Benson Football Hall of Fame
Stadium.

healthcare, and capital in support of minority and
Black-owned businesses and organizations.

“The community-wide event brings
awareness and education to the history
and significance of historically Black
colleges and universities (HBCUs),”
says Janelle Lee, Director of Client
Engagement at MAGNET. “It also offers
a weekend filled with entertainment,
education, awareness, and lots of fun and
excitement for everyone.”

“It was wonderful connecting with CEOs and other
leaders in Canton to get them involved, engaged, and
excited about the 2nd Annual Black College Football
Hall of Fame Classic,” continued Lee. “Many CEOs from
local businesses and organizations have encouraged
their employees and clients to get involved as well as
pledged sponsorships and donations.”

The Black College Football Hall of
Fame Classic CEO subcommittee,
part of the Stark County Community
Moving Forward Committee (SCCMF),
encourages diversity and creates
equity and opportunity through access
to business, workforce, education,
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A recent graduate of Leadership Stark County, Lee
continues to give back to the region. “MAGNET
recognizes that people and community are at the
core of strengthening our region. From helping
manufacturers with technology and marketing needs
to developing the talent pipeline, MAGNET is invested
in our community’s future.”

For more information or to get your company
involved with The Black College Football Hall of Fame
Classic next year, please contact Pat Lindesmith
at: pat.lindesmith@profootballHOF.com or visit:
ProfootballHOF.com. For more information about
MAGNET, contact Janelle Lee, Director of Client
Engagement at jlee@manufacturingsuccess.org or visit
MAGNET’s website www.manufacturingsuccess.org.

Trucking Industry Sector Partnership
H A S B E E N L A U N CH E D !

According to Ohio Means Jobs data, the
number one hiring need based on posted
job vacancies in Stark County is one with a
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL).
Through the 2020 shut down due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, our communities
quickly discovered that truck drivers and
those in logistics are deemed essential
to our society. That being said, many
times this position is not treated with the
respect equated as being essential.
Based on this shortage not only in Stark
County but in the region, state and the
nation, there needs to be more of an
intentional effort to educate adults and
those who can influence our youth and
young adults to consider trucking as
viable career pathway.
Here are a few facts and figures
as provided by the Ohio Trucking
Association:

•
•
•
•

1 in 14 jobs in Ohio are in the
trucking industry
There are over 338,000 trucking
industry jobs in Ohio
The average trucking industry salary
was over $49,000 in 2019
There are over 22,400 trucking
companies in Ohio which are
primarily small, locally owned
businesses

invigorated and enthusiastic about
working together to collectively address
this targeted workforce shortage issue.
For more information regarding this
newly formed Industry Sector Partnership
contact Barb Bennett at 330-458-2059 or
barbb@cantonchamber.org

Based on this need, Stark County is doing
its part to address the trucking shortage
by forming an Industry Sector Partnership
(ISP) with the trucking employers, training
providers and organizations that support
workforce development.

By: Barbara Hammontree Bennett,
PE, PS, LEED-AP - Vice President of
Education and Workforce

The goal of the ISP is to get a consensus
from the employers of the top short-term
and long-term priorities and develop
employer-led initiatives that promote
and support trucking as a viable career
pathway. Local trucking employers are

4065 Fulton Dr NW, Canton
330.498.4400
putmanproperties.com

Call our team of professionals
for all your real estate needs!

2,934 SQ.FT. MEDICAL OFFICE BUILDING FOR SALE OR LEASE
4976 TUSCARAWAS ST W, CANTON, PERRY TWP., OHIO 44710

High visibility medical office.
Building includes: very large waiting
area with seating up to 16,
receptionist area with records room,
two (2) doctor offices, five (5) exam
rooms and a "lab" station.
Fenced in yard with 8 parking spaces
w/2 handicap spaces.
Perry Township has no personal or
corporate income tax!
For Sale: $320,000
For Lease: $9.00 Per Sq.Ft.

SALE/LEASE

Saylor Putman 330.495.8292
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Business Plan Writing

HO W T O M A K E I T L E S S I N TI M I D ATI NG
Writing a business plan is one of many
important steps an owner needs to take
before launching a new business. There is
no shortage of entrepreneurs who feel that
writing a business plan is an intimidating
task. Many of those same entrepreneurs,
however, are likely to agree that their
plan played a major role in their ability to
launch and sustain a profitable business.
A business plan isn’t about the document
itself, but rather the discovery process
you use to create it.
Business plans can be tackled in a number
of different ways, but all should go after
the same result – to clearly demonstrate
the viability of your business to generate
revenue and turn a profit. Your plan needs
to state the business case for the business
itself, discuss marketplace, financials, SWOT
analysis, and much more. It’s a lot to think
about.
Too often owners decide to jump right
in rather than take the time to properly
plan. The benefits of planning – and the
investment in the time it takes to write the
plan – are invaluable in the end. Thinking
through your start-up costs and revenue
projections ahead of time, for example,
will help you make the types of decisions
that could be the difference between your
business losing money or generating a
profit.

Baker, Dublikar, Beck,
Wiley & Mathews
attorneys at law

When you’re ready to start your business
plan, create manageable goals and
hold yourself accountable for meeting
deadlines.
The easiest way to get started is to create
a task list with manageable goals and
deadlines. Here are some tips to make
writing a business plan less intimidating
and easier to accomplish.
1. Don’t Attempt to Write Your Plan All
at Once
Break up your plan into smaller sections
and tackle each section one at a time. A
great way to work through a business
plan is to first create an outline. This will
naturally create a guide for you to build
from and keep your plan well-organized
so you avoid feeling overwhelmed.
2. Schedule Time to Write
Schedule time to work on your plan. Get
out your calendar and block out time each
week to write. When you create a schedule
and stick with it, you’ll complete your plan
faster and be ready to launch sooner.
3. Use Technology and Other Resources
to Your Advantage
There are plenty of online tools and
templates available, many free, that you
can utilize as you start your business
plan. Using a template is a great way to
create your plan’s outline and get started.
SCORE offers a range of business planning

• Oﬃce

www.bakerfirm.com
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Writing a business plan can be an
intimidating task. But, with the right
approach and support, your plan will
give you more clarity into and validation
of your business concept than just about
any other tool.
Developing a business plan takes
consistent effort and dedication. You
can make the writing and planning
process easier and far less intimidating
with a SCORE mentor by your side.
A SCORE mentor will support you
throughout the entire writing and
planning process, provide you with
actionable feedback along the way, and
help you create a strong plan for your
business. Contact a SCORE mentor today
and get started: www.canton.score.org.

• Medical

Tim Putman Wick Hartung
President
Broker, V.P.
330-495-0600 330-495-0601

Top 10 Commercial Real Estate Brokers in NE Ohio
Top 10 in Sales & Leasing in NE Ohio
Our team has over 125 years of collective experience!

• Investments

400 SOUTH MAIN STREET
NORTH CANTON, OHIO 44720

4. Get Feedback Along the Way
Ask trusted mentors and other partners
to read through your plan as you go. They
may offer suggestions on how to improve
or clarify sections of the plan.

Est.
1985

• Retail
• Industrial

Telephone: (330) 499-6000
Telecopier: (330) 499-6423

templates for download that can give you
a head start.

• Management
• Development
• Site Acquisition
• 1031 Exchanges

Jim Bednar
Agent
330-417-9034

Saylor Putman
Agent
330-495-8292

Spencer Hartung
Agent
330-936-0276

4065 Fulton Dr NW, Canton, OH 44718
330-498-4400
wwww.putmanproperties.com

Members Helping Members Program
Due to COVID-19, we’ve received a spike in requests from small
business members who are struggling to renew their dues.
We are asking members who are in a positive position to
consider providing assistance through our “Members Helping
Members” program.
Here’s how you can help members in need as we weather
the pandemic:
•

Consider donating $310 (our basic small business membership), or your own specified amount, along with your annual
dues payment. You’ll see a “Members Helping Members” line
on your invoice or when you pay online. Any funds will go toward covering the dues of a member who simply can’t renew
this year.

•

Go anytime to cantonchamber.org/members-helpingmembers to donate.

Members
HELPING
Members

Special thanks to these companies who donated and helped save
the Chamber memberships of small businesses:
•

Buckingham, Doolittle and Burroughs LLC

•

Buxton Roofing, LLC

•

Consumers National Bank - Jackson-Belden

•

Ziegler Bolt & Nut House

•

Orwick’s Tree Service, Inc

•

Hardesty Partners

•

Re/Max Edge Realty

•

H-P Products Inc.

•

Paul Yoder Construction

•

Leppo Inc

•

Young Truck Sales Inc

•

Turfscape, Inc.

•

Kendall House Inc DBA Kentucky Fried Chicken

•

Ohio Head and Neck Surgeons, Inc.

•

US Acute Solutions

•

Standard Printing Company

•

Ventrone Excavating

•

Kral & Associates, LLC

•

Mid’s True Sicilian Pasta Sauce

•

Cain Toyota

•

H. Doyle Smith, Author

•

Kenan Advantage Group

•

Toth Buick - GMC Truck

•

GKG and Associates

•

Basil Asian Bistro

•

Pavlick Dental

•

Cathy Cowgill Flowers, Inc.

Due to COVID-19, we’ve received a spike in requests
from small business members who are struggling to
renew their dues. We are asking members who are in
a positive position to consider providing assistance
through our "Members Helping Members" program.

At your location or ours,

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP
Considerwe’ve
donatinggot
$310you
(our basic small business
.
membership), or your own specified amount, along
with your annual dues payment.

covered

AultWorks Occupational Medicine specializes in
You’ll see
a “Members
Helping
Members”
on the
treating
work-related
injuries
and illnesses.
Weline
are certified
orWorkers’
when you
pay online. Any funds
byenclosed
the Ohio invoice
Bureau of
Compensation.

will go toward covering the dues of a member who

Our
services
include:
simply
can't
renew this year.
• Injury Care
• Drug
and
Alcohol
Screenings
You’ll
not
only
be helping
a local small business,
• DOT
FAA Physicals
you’ll
beand
helping
our community stay strong as we
• Pre-placement
recover
together!Physicals
• Random Management Programs

GO TO www.cantonchamber.org/
members-helping-members
Canton
330-491-9675
Alliance
330-823-8864
Orrville
330-684-4767

www.aultman.org/aultworks
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Enshrinement Festival
2 0 2 1 W I N N E R S A N N O U N CE D

The 2021 Pro Football Hall of Fame Enshrinement Festival including Enshrinement Week Powered
by Johnson Controls recently celebrated with a wide variety of unique and diverse events for the
enjoyment of nearly 700,000 people. The festivities were indeed a celebration of excellence, and the
following were winners in various competitions and categories:

CANTON REPOSITORY GRAND PARADE

UP, UP & AWAY 5K

The Canton Repository Grand Parade Chairman, Steve Roman,
announced the 2021 float award winners as selected by the
following panel of judges: David Whitehill of ArtsinStark, Mary
Ellen Icaza of the Stark District Library, and Joe French of Child
and Adolescent Behavioral Health.

The fourth annual “UP, UP & AWAY 5K” was held on Saturday,
July 31, in tandem with the annual Balloon Classic event on
the Kent State University at Stark campus. Participants enjoyed
a 5K course looping the beautiful campus while many hot air
balloons floated overhead in the clear blue skies!

There were a total of four float entries this year, and all of them
were seen in the Canton Repository Grand Parade on Saturday,
August 6 at 8:00 a.m. in downtown Canton.

The top finishers out of over 700 participants were:

The following is a complete list of the 2021 Canton Repository
Grand Parade float award winners:

Male:
Nick Regas, Canton, OH (15:21)
Josh Szink, Canton, OH (15.32)
Kevin Somerville, Mogadore, OH (16:16)

GRAND PRIZE – Best overall entry in the parade
The 12th Man Float sponsored by Akron Auto Auction
BUILDERS’ AWARD – Best professional builder entry
2021 Pro Football Hall of Fame Enshrinee Alan Faneca
OHIO STATE AWARD – Best non-professional builder entry
Louisville Constitution Queen & Court

Top finishers were:

Female:
Angelo Maio, Massillon, OH (19:46)
Mary Daly, Massillon, OH (20:09)
Erin Smith, Massillon, OH (20:16)

MAYOR’S AWARD – Best display of animation
EN-RICH-MENT

BATTLE OF THE BANDS

Congratulations to the 2021 Canton Repository Grand Parade Battle of the
Bands Winners.
First Place Award: Massillon Tiger “Swing” Band
For its efforts, the band received a $500 gift certificate from Pellegrino Music &
Lesson Center.
Second Place Award: Lake High School Blue Streak Marching Band
Third Place Award: Hoover High School Marching Band
Each also received Pellegrino’s gift certificates valued at $300 and $200,
respectively.
The Battle of the Bands, an integral part of The Canton Repository Grand Parade
is open to any high School band participating in the parade. Performances are
evaluated on tone, intonation, ensemble execution and musical content by the
three judges with extensive marching band experience, and who are not directly
associated with any participating marching band.

CREATIVE COSTUME

Congratulations to the 2021 Canton Repository Grand Parade Creative
Costume Winner:
The M.K. Morse Company with their Red, White & Blue Eagle balloon.
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605 Market Ave. N,
Canton, OH 44702
Ph: 330.454.8172

Applications Are Now Available

SP OTLIGHT PRO G R A M FO R YO U N G PRO F E S S I O N A L S
BEG IN S SEP T EMB ER 1 4 !
The Leadership Stark County Spotlight Program is now taking
applications from young professionals in their 20’s and 30’s, who
want to build leadership skills and expand their community
awareness.
As our community continues to rebuild and forge ahead, it is more
important now than ever for our young professionals to remain
connected, informed, and engaged. For Stark County to thrive, it
is essential that young professionals work, play, and stay in our
community.
The Spotlight Stark County program can be a key element to
helping young professionals make connections with a variety of
people, learn about our community’s organizations and initiatives,
and find their niche for meaningful service. Young professionals
gain greater insight into their personal leadership style, leading to
a more confident and capable generation of leaders to move our
workforce forward.

•

Networking opportunities with like-minded young
professionals

The Spotlight Program is a great option for employers to
enhance leadership potential and build competencies of young
professionals. The course includes six sessions that meet from
4-6 p.m. beginning on Tuesday, September 14, and ending on
Tuesday, October 26.
Tuition for the six sessions is $550 per person. Scholarships may
be available to non-profit organizations, entrepreneurs, and/or
minority candidates. Company group applications are welcome.
Go to www.LeadershipStarkCounty.org for more information!

Spotlight Program class members will receive:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Personalized GallupStrengths Assessment
Programming founded on six Leadership Competencies
Professional headshot (digital file)
Community service opportunity
Introduction to non-profit leaders and causes
Exposure to community arts & culture
Downtown development & historical background
Opportunities to explore local economic development
initiatives
Diversity and inclusion-focused sessions

Document
Concepts, Inc.
For All Your Printing Needs

For All Your Furniture Needs

KIM BECHERER

Account Manager

607A S. Main St.
North Canton, OH 44720
Cell: (330) 575-5685
kim.becherer@document-concepts.com

Everyday discounts for Chamber Members!
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Get to know the young professionals who will
shape the future of Canton/Stark County! Each
month, we’ll introduce you to a YP who is living
or working, but most importantly, thriving in
Stark County!
Name: Rosa Gomez
Occupation: Project
Development Coordinator,
DeHoff Development Co.
Age: 28
Why are you interested
in Stark County’s Young
Professionals initiative?
Stark County is getting
older and poorer. I’d hate to
keep losing more awesome
people so I want to be part
of the solution. YPs initiative is a good starting point to attract
the younger folks in Stark County and surrounding areas
looking to grow.
What would you share to encourage other people to join?
You will meet people from different backgrounds and different
phases in life coming together to share ideas, experiences, and
of course good food and drinks. I always leave with a new fun
fact and feeling inspired. There’s so much potential in Stark
County! Also, you get that big city networking vibe without
having to sit in traffic for an hour.
Did you grow up in Stark? If so, where? If not, where did you
move from and why? No, I didn’t grow up in Stark. I actually did
not grow up in Ohio. I am from the beautiful but ridiculously
over priced West Coast state of California. I grew up in probably
one of the most touristy areas, Santa Monica. I have such a long
list of why’s. Come find me at the next YP meet up and I’ll tell ya.
Why do you stay in Stark County, from both a personal and
professional point of view? From a personal point of view, I
have stayed in Stark County because this is where my church is.
The Cameneti family and Faith Family Church have been beyond
amazing with me thru one of the biggest transitions in my life.
From a professional point of view, the DeHoff family has given
me so many opportunities for growth in the area of real estate
development. There aren’t two days alike in the office! I love that
the DeHoffs trust me with a wide range of projects.
What do you like MOST about Stark County? The people.
Stark County is no LA but it is diverse and the people here
have such community spirit and pride. I love the passion,
commitment, and possibilities here.
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What would you change about Stark County if you could?
This question is tough. I believe poverty and education go had
in hand. In order to live more harmoniously and have the whole
county grow, we need to reach an education level that frees us
from many of the misunderstandings and prejudicial beliefs
regarding certain parts of Stark County. I love the sense of pride
Jackson Township has and the amazing things North Canton is
doing but I wish we could somehow bring under the tent some
of the communities that are full of blight. Let’s go and have a
clean up day, let’s go plant beautiful perennials along the city
sidewalks, let’s volunteer our time to offer more educational
opportunities for struggling families, hurting children, and the
neglected elderly citizens. Let’s take that sense of pride for our
respective townships and cities into the poorer ones and help
them grow.
What do you see as valuable opportunities for YPs in
Stark County when it comes to career opportunities,
cultural access, leadership or community involvement
opportunities? There are tons of community involvement
opportunities but if you don’t see something on the list, then
you can totally take the lead on starting a new community
project. Again, the people here are awesome and after talking
with someone at one of the local YP events you will learn of
career opportunities and the needs of Stark County. There are
lots of opportunities to grow, lead, play, and work here.
What would attract more YPs to Stark County? Higher paying
jobs, better housing options, and more dog-friendly places.
What do you do in the evenings or on the weekends for
fun in Stark County or NE Ohio? In the evenings during the
weekdays I run home to let my dog, Buddy, out, then get a good
workout in at the gym or a run on one of the cool trails around
town, maybe cook dinner, and then homework. I’m currently
working on a finance degree. You’re never to old for school,
right? On the weekends, I love checking out new hiking trails
outside of Stark County and sometimes even out of state!
Could you see yourself spending your lifetime in Stark
County and if not, what would cause you to leave?
Yes, I wouldn’t mind spending the rest of my lifetime in Stark
County. It has a good mix of everything I enjoy. Probably the only
thing that would cause me to leave would be a higher paying
job or if my partner really put up a fight.

is sponsored by:

COVID-19 Vaccine

FA C T S , M YTH S A N D M I S CO N CE PT IONS

Join the Stark, Summit and Eastern Stark County Safety Councils
for a discussion exploring the facts, myths and common misconceptions surrounding the COVID-19 vaccine. The September
Monthly Webinar will feature Erin Hayden, Pharm.D, Aultman
Health Foundation. Erin will discuss the safety, and efficacy of the
vaccine as well as the seasonal flu.
ABOUT THE FY21 SCSC WEBINAR SERIES:
The Ohio BWC has asked all Ohio Safety Councils to conduct all
meetings virtually (online only) until July 2022. Each FREE, live
webinar will feature dynamic speakers followed by a short Q&A

session. Each month the Stark County Safety Council awards an
attendee a $25 gift card (winner must be present). You do not
need to be a Stark County Safety Council member to attend.
All our welcome!
SCSC Webinar
Thursday, September 16
11:00 a.m. - Noon
Cost: FREE, bu registration required
by Tuesday, September 14 by 5:00 p.m.
Register: www.CantonChamber.org
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NEW MEMBERS

WELCOME to our newest members, who joined Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce in July. We encourage you
to patronize their businesses. If you know of other businesses that would benefit from Chamber membership, please
contact Molly Romig, Director of Membership and Retention at (330) 833-4400.

kjohns@mhspecialist.com
www.mhspecialist.com/

Bonsky Heating & Cooling
(HEATING & COOLING)
Chris Smith, Comfort Advisor
3011 State Street
Uniontown, OH 44685
(330) 844-7489
chris@bonskyheating.com
www.bonskyheatingandcooling.com
Since 1927, Bonsky Heating and Cooling
has been a family owned and operated
business serving NE Ohio. Our mission
at Bonsky is simple, to provide superior
service and products at a competitive
price. We’re committed to 100% customer
satisfaction. We install and provide service
for all types of heating and air conditioning,
including geothermal and boiler service, and
offer a fully equipped sheet metal shop.

Brotherhood HVAC
(HEATING & COOLING)
Devin Brown, Owner
203 W. Main Street
Gnadenhutten, OH 44629
(330) 447-6687
brotherhoodHVAC@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/BrotherhoodHVAC
We are a full service, locally owned heating
and cooling company. We offer a variety
of equipment to better suit your needs and
budgets. We take every precaution to keep
our employees and customers safe and your
home a comfortable temperature year round.

Dan Buxton Roofing, LLC
(ROOFING CONTRACTORS)
April Buff, Office Manager
5020 Southway St. SW
Canton, OH 44706
(330) 437-0719
april@danbuxtonrfg.com
www.danbuxtonroofing.com
Established in 1974, our team of expert
roofers take great pride in being considered
the local leading service provider for both
residential and commercial roofing. Our top
priority is making it a point to deliver nothing
short of total customer satisfaction. Don’t
take chances or settle for less than the best,
when it comes to the results you get for your
roofing work. Call us for a quote today.

Giddy’s 24/7 Fitness
(FITNESS CLUBS)
Debera Gidcumb, Owner
5135 West Tuscarawas St.
Canton, OH 44708
330-477-5000
info@giddysfit.com
www.facebook.com/giddysfit
If you’re looking to join a supportive,
welcoming gym community, with people of
all fitness levels who want to see you succeed,
you’ve come to the right place. 24/7 access
makes us the most convenient gym on the
planet. Start your personalized fitness plan
TODAY! Visit our website for full details or
follow us on Facebook.

Material Handling Specialists
(MATERIAL HANDLING EQUIPMENT)
Kevin Johns, Owner
510 Herrick Street
Uhrichsville, OH 44683
(330) 432-4861

Material Handling Specialists sells, leases,
rents and services forklifts. Featuring
Komatsu, Big Joe, Lift Rite, Blue Giant and TriBoro Rack. We can also handle any of your
material handling product needs. Call for our
free 500+ page catalog.

Middaugh Printers
(PRINTING COMPANIES)
Steve Middaugh, President
211 Yoder Avenue
Sugarcreek, OH 44681
(330) 852-2471
office@middaughprinters.com
www.middaughprinters.com
We provide commercial printing services,
promotional products, garment printing, &
embroidery services. We hope to earn your
business by providing you with extraordinary
value, super-friendly service, and by
demonstrating a sense of urgency for your
printing projects.

Promway Kennels Inc.
(PET CARE)
William Novotny, Owner
6451 Promway Ave. NW
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 494-8100
www.promwaykennels.com
We are a family-owned and operated facility,
staffed 24/7, committed to providing a safe,
secure, and comfortable environment for
your dog or cat. Owners Bill and Kim Novotny,
and their son Nick, are life-long animal lovers,
who makes sure each furry guest is properly
cared for, exercised, fed, and receives personal
attention in your absence.
(continued on next page)
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NEW MEMBERS

Pioneer Collective Coffee
(COFFEE ROASTERS COFFEE SHOP CAFÉ)
Andrew Keim, Owners
7924 Hills and Dales Road, NW
Massillon, OH 44646
(330) 970-9520
Pioneercollective7924@gmail.com
www.pioneercollectivecoffee.com
PIONEER COLLECTIVE COFFEE is pioneering
the move towards a complete, impact-driven
coffee experience. From the Farm, to the
Roaster, all the way to the craftsmanship of
each cup. We believe every cup should be a
life changing experience.

Pulp Juice and Smoothie Bar
(RESTAURANTS)
Chris Muraco, Owner
4205 W. Tuscarawas St.
Canton, OH 44708
(330) 936-0075 cell!
pulpcantonwest@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/Pulp-Juiceand-Smoothie-Bar-CantonWest-111360214546432
Opening soon – We’re Hiring! Contact Chris
Muraco for information. 30+ smoothies,
freshly squeezed juices, blended bowls, wraps,
wheatgrass, ginger shots, and more!! We offer
vegan and dairy-free options.

Ridgeside K9 Ohio
(DOG TRAINING & BOARDING)
Eric and Laurie Stanbro, Owners
3110 Whipple Ave. NW – Suite 5
Canton, OH 44718
(330) 904-9561
laurie@vanessk9.com
www.ridgesidek9ohio.com
Full service dog training company. We serve
every need from basic to advanced obedience.
We specialize in behavior modification and
board and train package which produce
reliable results in all real-world situations.

Walnut Creek Furniture
(FURNITURE DEALERS – RETAIL)
Galen Swartzentruber, Manager
3473 SR 39, Millersburg, OH 44654  •  (330) 893-3383
galen@walnutcreekfurniture.com • walnutcreekfurniture.com
Furnishing your home with quality handcrafted furniture doesn’t have to be confusing or overwhelming, we make it fun
and easy! We specialize in custom built hardwood furniture and have over 30 years of experience!

at NICKAJACK FARMS
SEPT 11TH-OCT31ST
OPEN DAILY 11-7

orn
Ride, C
e, Hay
z
ore!
a
m
M
&
w
Slides
g, Stra
e
n
li
id
w
tr
o
S
B
rn,
umpkin , Animal Ba
Golf, P
d Up
n
u
Gourd
o
R
l's
Rasca
Maze,

$12 admission
kids 2 & under FREE

330-323-9714
2955 Manchester Ave NW
North Lawrence Ohio
44666
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THANK YOU

FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
JUNE - JULY 2021
I2r Power
A1 Message Center
A & L Heating & Cooling
Access Health Stark County
Ace Roll Off Service
Adult Career & Technical Education
– Canton City School
Akron-Canton Airport
Alex D. Krassas Event Center
Altercare Integrated Health Services
Altercare of Louisville Center for
Rehabilitation & Nursing
Apache Industrial Services Inc.
AssuredPartners of OH
Atrium OB-GYN Inc
Autobahn Hyperformance Auto Detail
AZZ Galvanizing
Banco Die Inc.
Barbco, Inc.
Beese Fulmer Private Wealth Management
Best Western Plus Inn & Suites
Biery Cheese Company, Inc.
Blairs Cleaners DBA J.P. Foradas, Inc.
Bocabelli Inc.
Brookside Country Club
Brookwood Management Company
Brown & Associates Insurance LLC
Buckingham Doolittle and Burroughs LLC
Canton Hotel & Restaurant Supply Inc.
Canton Museum of Art
Canton Towers / Rose Community
Management
Carrollton Exempted Village Schools
Cartridge World
Catholic Charities Serving Portage &
Stark Counties
Cee-B Glass Inc.
Cherry Blend Coffee Roasters Ltd.
Child & Adolescent Service Center
Cintas Corp.
CKP Heating & Cooling, LLC
Clay’s Park Resort
Coming Together Stark County
Commercial & Savings Bank
Contractor Connection Inc.
CSE Federal Credit Union
Custom Electric, Inc.
Davita – Belden Community Dialysis
Diano Supply Co.
Direction Home Akron Canton Area
Agency on Aging & Disability
Document Concepts Inc.
Eagle Realty, Ltd.
Eco Seal Home Solutions
EdgePoint Construction
Edward C. Levy Co.

ESMET Inc.
Fairfield Inn and Suites Canton South
Faye A. Heston
Family Medicine
Finney Refrigeration Inc.
First Communications
Fox Enterprise Services
Friends & Family Credit Union
Fulfab Inc.
Full Service Construction &
Remodeling, LLC
Gastroenterology Specialists Inc.
GBS Corp.
Gemstone Gas & Welding Supply
General RV Center
Good Samaritan Society of Arlington
Go Shred Secure Document
Destruction, LLC
Gragg Electrical Services, LLC
Hackworth Electrical Contractors Inc.
Hammontree & Associates Ltd.
Hartville Kitchen Restaurant &
Bakery & Shops
Hartville Marketplace & Flea Market
Hendrickson Trailer Commercial
Vehicle Systems
Herzing University
Hills & Dales AutoCare Inc.
Home 2 Suites by Hilton
Hudec Dental
Industrial Parts & Service Co.
Innis Maggiore Group, Inc.
Inside Out
Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & Dougherty
Co., LPA
Kylecase Metals LLC
Kyler Lundholm LPA
JBM Cleaning & Supply Company
Jeff Burner – Keller Williams
Legacy Group
Jeffrey A. Fisher
L.A. Dick Imports, LLC
Lake Center Christian School
Lake Sherman Village –
UMH Properties, Inc.
Life Care Development
Lifecare Family Health & Dental Center
LoVET Video Productions
Lucky Shoes
MAGNET – The Manufacturing Advocacy
and Growth Network
Mahon Property Maintenance
Mark Grucella, D.D.S., FICOI &
James D. George, D.D.S.
Mears Nissan, LLC
Mid’s “True Sicilian Pasta Sauce”

Midwest Modular Homes
Miller’s Party Rental Center
Miller Weldmaster Corp.
Mills, Mills, Fiely & Lucas, LLC
Minuteman Press
Morgan Engineering
NEO Van Rentals
Northeast Ohio Medical University
OhioMeansJobs
Ohio Musicue Corp.
Old World Classics, LLC
Palmer Vacations
Paramount Capital Advisors LLC
Parsons Concrete Contractors
Pavlick Dental
P.J.’s Fabricating Inc.
Prime Engineered Plastics Corp.
Progressive Chevrolet, Chrysler, Dodge,
Jeep Ram
Pro-Rep Inc.
Ramada by Wyndham
Ramada by Wyndham Canton/Hall of Fame
Regional Vascular & Vein Institute
Rooster’s Canton, Inc.
SALCO Machine, Inc.
Sanctuary Golf Club
Serving Area Military & Veterans
Shredit Mower Blades
Sky Zone Belden Village
Sliman’s Printery
Smith’s Waco Market
Sommer Electric Corporation
Spectrum Business
Stark County Foot & Ankle Clinic
Stark Library
Stocks Draperies
Straight A’s Ranchcity.com
Sugarcreek Cartage Co., Inc.
Swallen, Lawhun & Co.
Texas Roadhouse Steakhouse
The Brewer-Garrett Company
The Hair Shoppe & Spa
The Thrasher Group, Inc.
Tire Source Belden Village
Truck Sales & Service, Inc.
United Way of Greater Stark County
USA Quickprint
US SafetyGear, Inc.
Welty Development
Westfield Bank, FSB
Wilkof Supply Company
WKYC TV Channel 3
Wright LaHaie Jarvis Wealth
Management
YWCA – Early Childhood Learning Center
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BIZ Bitz
Barbco, Inc. is proud to announce that
we will be a sponsor of the Fourth Annual
TTC Auger Boring School from October
25 through the October 29, 2021 at the
fabulous Barbera Education, Research &
Training (BERT) Facility at Louisiana Tech
University in Rushton, Louisiana.
This 5-day school has been developed to
provide students with the knowledge and
background to understand the important
components of Auger Boring operations
required to produce successful trenchless
excavation projects. The students will have
practical hands-on experience under the
skillful instruction of some of the nation’s
foremost experts in addition to their classroom training.
Additionally, Barbco, Inc. recently surpassed 1,000 pounds in Aluminum Cans
collected in support of the work Aluminum
Cans for Burned Children (ACBC) in NE
Ohio. More than 95 fire stations throughout
Northeast Ohio participate in ACBC’s can
recycling program–a major source of income for our fire prevention education and
childhood burn survivor programs.
The Once Upon a Child Canton franchise,
locally owned by The Minney Group,
recently celebrated 25 years in business.
Once Upon a Child buys and sells gently
used clothing, shoes, toys and baby gear,
for children newborn to youth size 18. It’s
a quick and easy way to recycle a family’s
recently outgrown children’s items. They
provide an eco-friendly shopping experience that meets current style, safety and
condition standards at up to 70% off of
regular retail prices and then offers parent’s cash on the spot for items they can
purchase.
The Minney Group operates with the
mission to be the “best possible resale
store” and with most importantly, family
and community in mind. They are strong
supporters of the North Canton Church of
Christ’s community outreach, as well as,
founding members of the Stark County
Diaper Bank. They provide discounts for
foster families, military, and teachers.
The store is located at 4641 Dressler Rd.
NW in Canton.
For more information, visit www.onceuponachild.com/locations/canton-oh or call
330-556-9974.
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Whitemyer Advertising has introduced a
new agency brand identity as it celebrates
its 50th anniversary.
The new identity — highly visible at the
agency’s new location on State Route
212 in Wilkshire Hills — features a bold,
contemporary logo that is reflective of
the direction advertising and marketing
is going in the future. According to Dan
Mehling, one of the agency owners and
president of creative services, “The 3D ‘W’
is powerful and lends itself well to digital
and social media channels, as well as video,
animation, and other technologies.”
The departure from the long-held identity
focusing on the 200-year-old log cabin the
agency occupied for more than 40 years,
corresponds not only with the 50th anniversary of the agency, but also with the
strategic decision to relocate to the outskirts of the historic village of Zoar – where
the agency was originally founded by Don
Whitemyer.
Colin McDevitt has joined WRL Advertising as a digital marketing specialist. His
responsibilities include executing search
engine optimization and digital marketing,
aggregating, and analyzing data for client
audits and analyses, implementing display
ads, and other digital marketing initiatives.
WRL Advertising, an award-winning marketing and design firm in Canton, Ohio,
focuses on helping businesses solve communication problems that build trust with
their audience and generate positive results. The agency’s creative and tech-savvy
staff has the strategic expertise to channel
its clients’ messages through appropriate
channels – from print to digital.
Gervasi Vineyard was awarded the Best of
Show and Best of Ohio in the dessert/specialty wine category for their Sognata Ice
Wine at the 2021 Ohio Wine Competition.
The competition was held August 2-4 at
the Lodge at Geneva-on-the-Lake, and a
total of 300 entries were submitted. Expert
judges were chosen by the Ohio Wine
Competition Advisory Board to determine
wine quality and award designations.
The Ohio Wine Competition holds a longstanding history of more than forty years,
and the awards are sought after by some of
Ohio’s top wineries. The “Best of Ohio” clas-

sification started in 2019 and was awarded
to the “Best of Show” wines that were
made from a minimum of 90% Ohio-grown
American/Labrusca, hybrid and Vinifera
grape varieties, and have received the Ohio
quality wine seal designation.
Along with winning Best of Show and Best
of Ohio, Sognata was awarded a double
gold medal in the competition. Gervasi
also received two silver medals for Lucello
(Pinot Grigio) and Passione (Aromella).
Three bronze medals were awarded to Ciao
Bella (Chardonnay), Truscano (Sangiovese)
and Lascito (Hybrid Blush/Rosé; Varietal:
Frontenac Gris).
Belden Village Mall is hosting COSMECON event, a one-day event on September
11, 2021, from noon to 4 p.m., focused
on beauty, self-care, health and wellness.
Held at Belden Village Mall, the premier
shopping destination in Eastern Ohio, this
cosmetic & wellness experience will have
mini make overs, pop-up shops, masterclass presenters, small bites and free
COSMECON cosmetic giftbags for the first
50 registrants. The event will be emceed by
radio station, Q92.
“We are so excited to host our first COSMECON event at Belden Village Mall,” said Alisa
Carl, Marketing and Business Development
Manager, Belden Village Mall. “Community
starts with people coming together as
one. We want Stark County to feel like they
belong to their community when they are
at Belden Village Mall.”
This event is a health and wellness empowerment event to help support and
promote a healthy lifestyle for woman of
all ages. Learn more and register at COSMECON2021.com/BeldenVillage.

Have business news you’d like to share
via Biz Bitz? Send your news release
to Collyn Floyd, Vice President of
Marketing and Communications, at
collynf@cantonchamber.org.

Get the care you need,
where you need it.
No matter what changes,
our commitment to your health
and safety never will. Access
world class care close to you.

Visit CantonMercy.org
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