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IT’S A ONE OF A KIND CELEBRATION!

The Bluecoats (Canton, Ohio) organization was founded in 1972 as an outreach program of the Canton, Ohio, Police Boys’ 
Club. The corps’ name was then chosen to serve as a tribute to the city’s retired police officers. Making their competitive drum 
corps debut in 1974, the corps has historically been known for incorporating jazz and swing music into its programs. In 2006, 
the Bluecoats had their highest placement ever, finishing in fourth place at the DCI World Championships. In 2009, they won 
the Enshrinement Festival show for the first time in 21 years, and took top prize again in 2010. Read more: http://bit.ly/
bluecoats  

Founded as a parade corps in 1958, the Blue Knights (Denver, Colo.) has been a Drum Corps International World Championship 
finalist many times. The corps is known for its often dark-sounding musical programs and strong use of body movement in 
their visual offerings. The Blue Knights organization also offers a winter brass ensemble that performs throughout the Denver 
area, two competitive indoor marching percussion ensembles and “Stampede,” the official drum line of the NFL’s Denver 
Broncos. Read more: http://bit.ly/blueknights  

The Boston Crusaders (Boston, Mass.) corps was founded in 1940 and is the third-oldest drum and bugle corps in the United 
States. Originally named Most Precious Blood Crusaders, the corps has been a Drum Corps International World Championship 
finalist every year since 1999. For many years, the corps ended each year’s show with “Conquest” (from the film, “Captain 
from Castile”) and since has hidden snippets of this signature melody in their musical program. Read more: http://bit.ly/
bostoncrusaders  

The Cadets (Allentown, Pa.), originally named the Holy Name Cadets when founded in 1934, is the oldest continually 
operating Division I group in Drum Corps International. The corps is known for pushing the artistic envelope of innovation 
and has won nine World Championships since 1983, becoming the first corps to win three consecutive titles in 1985. The 
Cadets have performed at a wide variety of highly public non-drum corps events, including the Statue of Liberty rededication 
in 1986 and the opening ceremonies of the 1996 Olympic Summer Games in Atlanta. Read more: http://bit.ly/thecadets

Crossmen (San Antonio, Texas) first took the field in 1975 as a successful merger between two smaller suburban Philadelphia 
corps, the Keystone Regiment and the 507 Hornets. The corps has been a Drum Corps International Division I World 
Championship finalist 22 times. As an East Coast organization since its founding, the corps made news in 2006 by moving its 
operations cross-country to San Antonio, Texas. Read more: http://bitly.com/crossmen 

Phantom Regiment (Rockford, Ill.) was originally founded in 1956 as the Rockford Rangers, but the corps’ name was 
quickly changed after staff members heard the popular Leroy Anderson song, “The Phantom Regiment.” The corps has been 
a Drum Corps International World Championship Division I finalist every year since 1974 and the group earned its first World 
Championship in 1996. Read more: http://bit.ly/phantomregiment 

Founded in 1967 from the disbanded Sunnyvale Sparks, Santa Clara Vanguard (Santa Clara, Calif.) won its first of six Drum 
Corps International World Championships in 1973. The corps is the only unit to qualify for every DCI World Championship 
Finals competition since 1972. The Vanguard organization also sponsors the Open Class Vanguard Cadets, a World Class 
winter guard, an Open Class winter percussion ensemble and several community outreach dance programs. Read more: 
http://bit.ly/santaclaravanguard

Troopers (Casper, Wyo.) are the only competitive junior drum and bugle corps in the state of Wyoming. The corps, founded in 
1957 by Casper businessman James E. Jones, represents the state of Wyoming in numerous performances and events during 
the year. The group has won eleven national titles and has made DCI World Championship finals nine times. The Division I 
corps is known for their long and storied history, and is often called “America’s Corps”. Read more: http://bit.ly/trooperswyo
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