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DISTRACTED DRIVING

April is Distracted Driving month. Distracted driving is any activity that could divert a person’s attention 
away from the primary task of driving. All distractions endanger driver, passenger, and bystander 
safety. These types of distractions could include:

- Texting
- Using a cell phone or smartphone, even with handsfree
- Eating and drinking
- Talking to passengers, interacting with children 
- Grooming 
- Reading, including maps 
- Using a navigation system 
- Watching a video
- Adjusting a radio, CD player, or MP3 player

But, because text messaging requires visual, manual, and cognitive attention from the driver, it is by far 
the most alarming distraction. Each day in the United States, approximately 9 people are killed, and 
more than 1,000 people are injured in crashed that involve a distracted driver. Between 2012 and 2017, 
nearly 20,000 people were killed in accidents involving a distracted driver. 3,166 of those fatalities 
occurred in 2017. 

10% of drivers 15 to 19 years old involved in fatal crashes were reported as distracted at the time of the 
crashes. This age group has the largest proportion of drivers who were distracted at the time of the 
crashes. Drivers in their 20s are 38% percent of the distracted drivers who were using cell phones in 
fatal crashes. At any given moment approximately 660,000 drivers are using cell phones or electronic 
devices while driving, a number that has held steady since 2010. 

A 2015 survey reported that drivers do all sorts of dangerous things behind the wheel including 
brushing teeth and changing clothes. The survey also found that 1/3 of drivers admitted to texting while 
driving, and 3/4 saying they’ve seen others do it. 

Five seconds is the average time your eyes are off the road while texting. When traveling at 55mph, 
that's enough time to cover the length of a football field blindfolded. More than half (53%) of all adult 
cellphone owners have been on the giving or receiving end of a distracted walking encounter.   

https://www.cantonchamber.org/scsc/march-tip.pdf
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