
  V o l u m e  1 8   I s s u e  9      S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0  

September is National Alcohol 
and Drug Addiction Recovery 
Month 

Provided  by Curt Speck,  President,  
Safety Resources Company of Ohio and  SCSC Steering Committee Member 

T he Coronavirus Pandemic is difficult enough by 
itself.  Unfortunately, statistics are now pointing 
to an increase in opioid use due to the fallout of 
the pandemic including widespread unemploy-

ment and isolation caused by lockdown orders. 

The Centers for Disease Control conducted a survey in late 
June with staggering results.   It showed that anxiety symp-
toms are up by three times compared to the same period last 
year and depressive disorder was up by four times.  Addition-
ally, 13.3% of the survey respondents reported starting or in-
creasing substance abuse during this period – including drugs 
and alcohol.  In fact, alcohol sales have increased 27% since 
March 7th. 

The American Medical Association recently warned that more 
than 40 states have reported increases in opioid related mor-
tality. 
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Like us on Facebook-www.starkcountysc.com.  
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SCSC Webinar 
Sept. 29, 2020

11 a.m.
FREE, live Webinar

"Strengthen your Safety 
Program with a Better 

Communicaiton Strategy"

Featuring:  
Katie Woodhall
and Ami Gignac  

Sparrow Tale 
Register: www.StarkCountySC.com

The Fire Preven on 
Breakfast planned for 

October 2020 has 
been postponed un l 

October 2021 

http://www.starksafetycouncil.org/events/
https://www.facebook.com/starkcountysc/
http://www.starksafetycouncil.org/


IMPORTANT INFORMATION RE:  UPCOMING SAFETY COUNCIL 
EVENTS FOR UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

Save the Date for the SCSC September Webinar:   Thursday, Sept. 17, 2020— Noon—Topic: 
“Your Safety Program is only as Effective as your Communication Strategy”- Featuring: Katie 
Woodhall, Sparrow Tale 

NOTE:  The Fire Prevention Breakfast planned for October, 2020 has been 
postponed until October 2021 

The Stark County Safety Council is planning some great speakers and topics for the FREE safety 

webinars.  We hope that you will join us by staying safe and engaged throughout FY21.  Even 

though we cannot meet in person, we are still available for your safety needs.  Please feel free to 

contact Monique Thompson with any questions by email moniquet@cantonchamber.org or call 

(330) 456-7253.

March 31-April 2, 2021 Ohio Safety Congress—Save the date! 

For the latest info on COVID-19 visit www.coronavirus.ohio.gov 
For the latest information on COVID-19s effect on BWC, email 
BWCCOVID19@bwc.state.oh.us. 

Continued from previous page 

has issued two guidance documents that address ADA 
(Americans with Disabilities) accommodations for employ-
ees who use or are addicted to opioid medications.  It is im-
portant to note that these documents are intended as guid-
ance only and do not have the effect of law. 

Stressful times like we are all currently experiencing re-
quire even more support than normal.  It is vital that we 
recognize substance abuse problems and seek assistance 
for ourselves or our loved ones.  Online support is now 
more available than ever.  The Substance Abuse and Men-
tal Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) has issued a 
fact sheet with many online and in-person options.  The fact sheet is available on their website – 
samhsa.gov – Virtual Recovery Resources. 

mailto:BWCCOVID19@bwc.state.oh.us
http://www.coronavirus.ohio.gov
mailto:moniquet@cantonchamber.org


ROBIN’S CORNER 
By Robin Watson, Ohio BWC Representative 

Q:  Is it acceptable to issue LOTO locks to the operators 

of our equipment?  Our maintenance employees who 

perform the actual servicing of the equipment have 

their locks and are trained as such.  I would like to 

have the operators be able to lockout their machines/

equipment when it breaks down and then notify the 

maintenance employees, so they can service the equip-

ment. 

A:  According to 1910.147(c)(8) (Energy Isolation):  Lockout or 

tagout shall be performed only by the authorized employees 

who are performing the servicing or maintenance. 

Under 1910.147(b) (Definitions) you will find two personnel 

roles in LOTO – Authorized and Affected.  

Authorized employee. A person who locks out or tags out machines or equipment in order to per-

form servicing or maintenance on that machine or equipment. An affected employee becomes an 

authorized employee when that employee's duties include performing servicing or maintenance 

covered under this section. 

Affected employee. An employee whose job requires him/her to operate or use a machine or equip-

ment on which servicing, or maintenance is being performed under lockout or tagout, or whose job 

requires him/her to work in an area in which such servicing or maintenance is being performed.  



Fatalities caused by falls 
from elevation continue to 
be a leading cause of death 
for construction employ-

ees, accounting for 320 of the 1,008 con-
struction fatalities recorded in 2018 
(BLS data). Those  deaths were prevent-
able. The National Safety Stand-Down 

raises fall hazard awareness across the 
country in an effort to stop fall fatalities and injuries. 

Addressing falls in construction is the reason why each year, the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) holds a National Safety Stand-Down to prevent Falls in the Construction 
industry. OSHA encourages employers to take a break to focus on safety concerns surrounding falls 
from elevation. Standdown events provide employers and workers the opportunity to talk about 

hazards, protective methods, and the company’s safety and health programs, goals, and expecta-
tions.  

Last year, thousands of worksites participated in the campaign and the Stand-Down event reached 
over a million workers. OSHA invites employers to dedicate themselves yet again to the safety of 
their most valuable resource: their workers.  

OSHA’s Stand-Down webpage offers information on conducting a successful event, and educational 
resources. Employers are encouraged to provide feedback after their events, and to obtain a person-

alized certificate of participation.  

The National Safety Stand-Down is a joint effort between OSHA, the National Institute for occupa-
tional Safety and Health, and CPWR – The Center for Construction Research and Training. 

To learn how you can participate in the Stand-Down, visit www.osha.gov/StopFallsStandDown. 

2020 National Safety Stand-Down  

September 14-18 

http://www.osha.gov/StopFallsStandDown


B ack to School season is in full swing and we need to be 
mindful that we will once again be sharing the roads 
with school buses. Here are a few safety tips to keep us 
all safe throughout the entire school year:  

• Be alert for students near school bus stops as well as those
who walk to school.

• Typical school hours are 7am – 4pm but after school
events such as school sports, could be on weekends or dur-
ing the evening

• Never pass a school bus while it is loading or unloading
• Always make sure the area is clear of students before pro-

ceeding (after waiting for bus)
• Always obey all traffic laws - If possible, plan to use alter-

nate routes to avoid school related traffic
• Maintain a safe following distance from any school buses
• Remember that school buses stop at all railroad crossings
• Put your phone down, don’t text while driving and refrain from being on your phone in

and around schools zones
• Control your speed in all areas, especially those where students may be present
• Controlling your speed is the best way to control your vehicle

Speeding is a factor in 1/3 of all fatal crashes. 87% of which happens on roads that are NOT high-
ways. That alone should be enough to keep us from speeding, but we get distracted, or in a hur-
ry, or we have a hundred other excuses. This especially calls for when you are in a school zone. 
Make sure to follow the lowered speed limit in construction zones and school zones and go ex-
tra slow in high risk areas, such as parking lots, traffic jams, areas of low visibility, etc. 

COVID-19:  The CDC recommends the following for in-person classes. 
• Check in with your child each morning for signs of illness. If your child has a tempera-

ture of 100.4 degrees or higher, they should not go to school.
• Make sure your child does not have a sore throat or other signs of illness, like a cough,

diarrhea, severe headache, vomiting, or body aches.
• If your child has had close contact to a COVID-19 case, they should not go to school. Fol-

low guidance on what to do when someone has known exposure.

Safety Tip 

Back to School 
Provided by Randy Martin, Safety Director, The Beaver Excavating Company  &  

Chair, Stark County Safety Council  



Safety Council Officers &  
Contributing Members 

Chairman

Troy Manion  
(tmanion@hilscher-clarke.com)  

FREE BWC SAFETY CLASSES 
___________________________________________________ 

All BWC “in-person” classes have been cancelled until fur-
ther notice. 

The BWC Library has a “Streaming Videos” service from “Training Network NOW”.  There are ap-
proximately 260 videos that can be streamed for FREE.  The videos are anywhere between 4 
minutes – 20 minutes long.  Please email the library at www.library@bwc.state.oh.us to set up an 
account to use this service.  

Resources 
• For the latest info on COVID-19 visit www.coronavirus.ohio.gov

• For the latest information on COVID-19s effect on BWC, email 
BWCCOVID19@bwc.state.oh.us.

• The BWC Library creates a monthly ‘Safety Update’ available at www. bwc.ohio.gov

• Occupational Health & Safety Administration-  www.osha.gov 

Your Stark County Safety 
Council is hoping you are well 

and staying safe.  

Please note that Connie Cerny, 
SCSC Program Manager,  

is out of the office.   

If you have any questions, 
please contact  

Monique Thompson at  
moniquet@cantonchamber.org 

or (330) 456-7253.   

mailto:tmanion@hilscher-clarke.com
http://www.library@bwc.state.oh.us
http://www.coronavirus.ohio.gov
mailto:BWCCOVID19@bwc.state.oh.us
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